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2 nasty, 
a dry, bare sai 

hobbit hole, and that means 

Tic novbit's hole was on The Hill as.all 
‘the people for many miles around 

called it, and his name was Baggins- 

Preovle considered the Bagginses very respectable, 
not only because most of them were rich, 
but also because they never had any 
adventures or did anything unexpected. 

is isa story of how a Baggins 
had an adverrture, and found 

himself doing and saying things 
altogether unexpected. 

fffhat is a hobbit > 

J suprose hobbits need sone 
description nowadays, since 

‘they have become rare and 
shy of the Big People, as 
they call us. 

hey are a little 
le, smaller than 

dwarves. They are 
inclined to be fat inthe — 
stomach; they dress in bright 
colors and wear no shoes, 
because their feet 
grow natural 
leathery soles 
and thick warm 

ir 

PS is probable that, 
Foie Beliadonns's 
only gon, although 
he fooked and behaved 
like his father, got 
something a bit queer 
in his make-up from 

| the Took side, some- 
thing that only 
waited for a chance 
to come out. 



WHAT 6 ro. Boek MEANZ 
1 A GOOD 



\ 
AND A 

VERY FINE 
MORNING FOR A 
PIPE OF TOBACCO 
OUT OF DOORS. 
SIT DOWN AND 
HAVE A FILL 

I SHOULD 
THINK SO —!N 
THESE PARTS! 

WE ARE PLAIN 
QUIET FOLK AND 
HAVE NO &S£ FOR 
ADVENTURES NASTY 

DISTURBING 
UNCOMFORTABLE 
THINGS! MAKE 
YOU LATE FOR 
DINNER! 

very 
PRETTY! 

eur T HAVE 
NO TIME TO 

BLOW SMOKE RINGS 
THIS MORNING. T 
AM LOOKING FOR 

SOMEONE TO SHARE 
IN AN ADVENTURE 

AND IT'S VERY 
DIFFICULT TO 

FIND ANY- 
ONE, 

coop; 
MORNING! 
WE DON'T 
WANT ANY 
ADVENTURES 
HERE, THANK 

Yous 



GANDALF! NOT 
THE WANDERING 

WIZARP WHO USED 
TO TELL SUCH WON~ 

PERFUL TALES AT PARTIES, 
ABOUT DRAGONS AND 
GOBLINS AND GIANTS 

WHAT A 
LOT OF THINGS 
YOU DO Use 
MORNING 

FOR 

Now. “ 
/_.YOU MEAN 
THAT YOu WANT 
TO GET RID OF 
ME, AND THAT 
IT WON'T Be 
Goor TILL IT 
MOVE OFF. 

TO THINK 
I SHOULD 

HAVE LIVED TO 
BE GOOD-MORNINGED 
BY BELLADONNA 
TOOK'S SON, AS IF 
T WERE SELLING 

BUTTONS AT, 

LAM 
PLEASED 

NOT THE TO FIND You 
GANDALF WHO WAS__\V 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SO 
MANY QUIET LADS 
AN? LASSES GOING 
OFF INTO THE BLUE 
FOR MAD ADVEN- 

TURES? 

YES, YOU DO, 
BILBO BAGGINS, 
THOUGH YOU DON'T 
REMEMBER THAT 

I BELONG 
TOIT. 

SORRY! 
I DON" WANT 

ANY ADVENTURES, 
“THANK YOU. 
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TAM 
TERRIBLY SORRY ASOUT 

ALL THIS, YOU SEE, THIS IS 
THE MOST AWKWARD 
WEONESPAY I HAVE 

EVER HAD! 

PRAY DON'T 
MENTION IT, 

Now WE 
ARE ALL HERE/ 
GUITE A MERRY 
GATHERING! 



WE ARE MET 
TO DISCUSS OUR 
PLANS, OUR WAYS, 

MEANS, POLICY AND. 
DEVICES, WE SHALL SOON 

BEFORE THE BREAK 
OF DAY START ON 

OUR LONG 
JOURNEY... 

SOME OF US 
MAY NEVER 

RETURN, 

HUMPH! WILL HE DO, 
PO YOU THINK2 AS SOON AST 
CLAPPED EYES ON THE LITTLE 
FELLOW, I HAD My DOUBTS. 

Yes. L WAS 
TALKING ABOUT YOu. 

GANDALF TOLD US THAT THERE 
WAS A BURGLAR IN THESE 
PARTS LOOKING FOR A JOB 
ATONCE, ANP THAT HE HAD 
ARRANGED FOR A MEETING 
HERE THIS WEDNESDAY 

TEA-TIME. 

THERE Is THE 
MARK ON YOUR POOR — 
THE USUAL ONE IN THE 

TRADE, OR USED To BE— 
BURGLAR WANTS 4 G00D 
JOB, PLENTY OF EXCITE- 
‘MENT AND REASONABLE 

MORE LIKE A 
GROCER THAN 
‘A BURGLAR: 

NO MORE me, 
IFT SAY MISTER BAG- 

GINS 15 A BURGLAR, A 
BURGLAR HE 15, OR WILL 
BE WHEN THE TIME COMES, 
THERE 1S A LOT MORE 
IN HIM THAN YOU GUESS, 
‘AND A DEAL MORE 
THAN HE HAS ANY 

Like. IT's IPEA OF HIMSELF, 
ALL THE 
SAME, 
Tous. 

LITTLE LiguT, 
ONe., 



THIS MAP WAS MADE 
BY THROR, YOUR GRANDFATHER, 

THORIN. IT IS A PLAN OF THE 
MOUNTAIN WHERE THE DRAGON 
SMAUG HAS PILED UP ALL YouR 
ANCESTORS’ WEALTH, AND 
SLEEPS ON IT FOK A BED. 

THERE IS 4 DRAGON 
MARKED IN RED ON THE 
MOUNTAIN, BUT IT WILL 
BE EASY ENOUGH TO 
FIND HIM WITHOUT 
THAT, IF EVER WE 

ARRIVE THERE, 

THIS HAND 
POINTS TO A RUNE 

THAT MARKS A SECRET 
a. ENTRANCE, A HIDDEN 
ie PASSAGE TO THE eu LOWER HALLS. 

LOOK AT THE AP AT THE 

IT MAY HAVE “FIVE FEET HIGH IT SEEMS A BEEN SECRET ONCE, THE DOOR AND THREE GREAT BIG HOLE 
BLT HOW 00 We KNow )u— MAY WALK ABREAST.” say THE \ | TO ME. HOW COULD x THAT IT IS SECRET RUNES, BUT SMAUG COLILD NOT SUCH'A LARGE SHOULD 

ANY LONGER? CREEP INTO A HOLE THAT SIZE, POOR BE KEPT GUESS IT 
CERTAINLY NOT AFTER PEVOURING, SECRETS IS A CLOSED 30 MANY OF THE DWARVES DOOR WHICH OLP SMAUG AN? MEN OF DALE, HAS BEEN 

HAS LIVED THERE S| MAvE To Look 
LONG ENOUGH NOW EXACTLY LIKE TO FIND OUT ANYTHING P THE SIDE OF 
THERE 15 TO KNOW THE MOUN- 

| \ j 
Butt HE Canir \ig 

b HAVE USED IT Vg 
i FOR YEARS AND 

YEARS. IT 1S 
iy TOO SMALL 

ALSO, IN- FIRST I 
WITH THE WW DeEDT WY SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW 
map WENT \ WILL! NOW, ABIT MORE ABOUT THINGS, 

A KEY, ASMALL| SUPPOSING I MEAN ABOLIT THE GOLD 
AND CURIOUS | THE BURGLAR-| AND THE DRAGON, AND ALL 

Key. HERE IT | EXPERT THAT, AND HOW IT GOT 
1S, THORIN— |] SIVES US THERE, AND WHO IT 
You MusT { SOME IDEAS BELONGS To, ANP SO 
KEEP IT OR SUGGES= ON ANP FURTHER. 
SAFE/ TIONS. 



GRANI IROR'S 
rhe OUR FAMILY WAS pee 
OUT OF THE FAR NORTH, 
SAME BACK WITH ALL THEIR 

WEALTH AND ret TO 
cae iee Lene 

WE TRADED 
WITH THE MORTAL 

AY AN ONE 
ESPECIALLY GREEDY. 

‘OF MY ANCESTORS: 
FOR HIS OWN. 

IT HAD BEEN 

ANYWAY 
THEY GREW 

IMMENSELY RICH 



1 SEE NOW MY 
FATHER AND GRAND- 

FATHER MUST HAVE 
ESCAPED THROUGH THE 
HIDDEN SIZE-DOOR, BUT I 
SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW 
GANDALF GOT HOLD OF THIS 

‘MAP, AND WHY IT DI? NOT 
COME GOWN TO ME, 
THE RIGHTFUL HEIR. 

10 NoT 
“GET HOLD OF IT,” 

I WAS GIVEN IT, YOUR 
GRANDFATHER THROR WAS }) 
KILLED, YOU REMEMBER, IN 
THE MINES OF MORIA 

BY AZOG THE 
GOBLIN. 

ANO_THRAIN 
YOUR FATHER WENT 
AWAY A HUNDRED: 
YEARS AGO AND HAS: 
NEVER BEEN SEEN 
BY You SINCE. 

THEN 
IT 1S 

CECIPED! 
RECLAIM OUR WE WILL 5 

THINK OF SOMETHING, ANCESTORS: 
I SUPPOSE YOU WEA Was, 

es SHEE EY ANG? ISN'T SITTING HA iL 
ON THE DOOR-STEP THE WOR, 
BURGLARS JOB, NOT TO 
SPEAK OF GETTING 
INSIDE THE POORF 

WELL, 
YOUR FATHER 

GAVE ME THIS TO GIVE 
TO YOU, HOW HE GOT THERE 
I DON'T KNOW, BUT I FOUND 
HIM A PRISONER IN THE 

DUNGEONS OF THE 
NECROMANCER, I 

TRIED TO SAVE. 
HIM, BUT IT WAS. 

TOO LATE! 

HE WAS 
WITLESS AND 

WANDERING, ANP HAD 
FORGOTTEN EVERYTHING 
EXCEPT THE MAP AN? 
THE KEY, A NASTY, 
PANGEROUS BUSINESS 

IT WAS. EVEN I, 
GANCALE, ONLY. 
JUST ESCAPED, 

y WELL, I 
SHOULD SAY’ YOU OUGHT PN 

TO GO EAST AND HAVE A LOOK 
AKOUNC. AFTER ALL, THERE 
1S THE SIPE-DOOR, AND 
DRAGONS MUST SLEEP 

SOMETIMES, I 
SUPPOSE. 

iF you 
‘S1T ON THE POOR- 
STEP LONG ENOUGH, 
I DARESAY YOU 

FAR OVER THE MISTY MOUNTAINS COLD 
‘yf 72 DUNGEONS DEEP AND CAVERNS OLD 

We MUST AWAY, ERE BREAK OF DAY. 
To CLAIM OUR LONE FORECTTEN GOLD, 



DON'T BEA 

Trg cat eraing when he FOOL, BILBO BAGSINS/ 
awoke, Bilbo Was really ¢ \ AND ALL THAT OUTLANDISH relieved to find the dwarves A aT AY 

had all gone on without him; "AGE! 
and yet in a way he could not 
help Feeling Just 2 trifle 
disappointed. The feeling 
surprised him. 

5 q 
yao 1 COMRANY TO RDN yay qe 

FoR YOUR OFFER OF ‘PROFES
SION ASST 

v 
Uso OUR 
QEEASION ARISES, 

EITHER! 



hat iS how they all came to he party went along Very [mes ve 
ing off From Je merrily, and they told 

the inn one fine mornin } stories or sang sorigs as j 3 sy rode Forward. 

vis, 
just before May 

I! EA Bis i as i Rak beats PSS. ap L 

jibo began to feel that 
4 B' ventures were not | aa 

bad after all. 7 

it Tirsp they ssed through hobbit 
ki Id, le 

a inhabited by decane fale. Soe 



OH, BOTHER, 
BURGLING AND EVeRY- 
THING TO DO WITH iT! 

I WISH 1 WAS AT HOME 
INMY NICE LITTLE HOLE 
BY THE FIRE, WITH THE 
KETTLE JUST BEGIN J* 

EP NING TO SING; 
ALIGHT 
OVER 
THERE! 

C 
‘COME BA 

F NOT, COME 8, 
IF YOU CANS 



here 
a nasty mood; or else he should have done a bit of good quick burgling- 



you've eT 
NO A 

Wor bavi 

before 

pi 
IS 
id pi 
em into each of the 

b.
 

b\ 
Fy ft tt 

cae 34 8 wy 38 w 
AVILLAGE A 

HALF BETWEEN YER, SINCE 

class burglar 
icked the tro 

wi 

Fi 
hai Ase 

nearly 
Others woul 

rst: 
ve 

irl Bia 

Then the night could have 

l . 
4 r 

is 
it, 



BAGeiN >» HERE You, INS, L ARE THERE 

A 
BURRAHOBBITS 

WHAT'S A 
BURRAHOBBIT 
GOT TO Po WITH 

MY POCKET 
ANYWAYS. 

¢ 

SUPPER 
ANYWAY! 

EA 
FAT FOOL, 

Ss 

I PON'T 
WANT TO 
HAVE ME 

THROAT CUT 
IN ME SLEEPY, 



re = 9 
we 0 

y a 3 a> 

THERE'S MORE. 
| TO COME YET, OR 

. 
ey 



OFF TO EAT y 
LATER! 

Ca ae aioe 
p oor BOILING 

rae 



NOW STOP IT! 

GANDALF! IT WAS 
YOUR VOICE THAT GOT THE 

TROLLS TO ARGUE! 

he dwarves had to hear Bilbo's account of 
what happened to him twice over, before 

they were satisfied. 
SILLY TIME TO 

edi SESE 82 CasaASIaS oi iu jay, \ ING AND POCKET-PICKING, 
AND NEVER MOVE HE HAD GRABBED ME) WHEN WHAT WE WANTED 

AGAIN, BY THE NECK. WAS FIRE ANP 
FOOD! 

£4 
BUT AS TROLLS 

ARE SLOW, AND DAWN, 
Was Nov FAR OFF, IT 

WAS A SIMPLE 70 ; 
|| KEEP THEM BICKERING des ReAL OM ae sti 

ANE THE LiGHY” I / TROLLS MUST HAVE A CAVE tNrrie the Liew 
a) le OR A HOLE CUG SOMEWHERE 

CAME AND MADE Resaro HISE ReOM THE 
THEM: ‘SUN IN? We MUST 

= NOW! LOOK INTO IT! 



CAVE LIES 
AT THE 
END. 

CARRY THE 
GOLD OUTSIDE. 
WE'LL BURY IT 
FOR OUR RETURN 

TRIP. 



[7 _ WHERE 
GIP YOU GO TO, 
GANPALF, IF I oul 

MAY ASK? I MET A COUPLE 
OF FRIENDS OF 
MINE FROM 
RIVENDELL. 

(T WAS THEY 
WHO TOLD ME THAT 

THREE TROLLS HAD COME 
WN_ FROM THE MOUN~ 

TAINS ANP SETTLED 
IN THE WOOPS NOT 
FAR FROM THE 

ROAP. 

iL 
IMMEPIATELY 

HA?_A FEELING. 
“THAT I WAS WANTED 

AND ITISA 
WAY EVEN 

SMAUG LIES ON 
OUR TREASURES. 



the way they T ere were elves of course. Soon Bilbo cauant 
n the steep Zi the erred, glimpses of them as the darkness d 

He loved elves, though he seldom met them 
but he was a little frightened of them too. 

and their spirits 
rose as they went 
down and down, 

ee 
Ven decent enough dwarves like Thorin and his friends 
think them foolish (which is a very foolish thing to 

think), or get annoyed with them, For some elves tease 
them and laugh at them, and most of all at their beards. \— 

YOU ARE 
ALITTLE our J 
OF YOUR WAY. 

VALLEYS HAVE BARS, 
AND SOME ELVES 



“ow it is a strange thing, but things 
‘that are good to have and days 

that are good tospend are soon told 
about, and not much to listen to7 
while things that are uncomfortable, 
palpitating, and even gruesome, may 
make a good tale, and take a desl 
of telling anywau- 

a 

ivond, that master of the 
house, was an elf-friend. 

In those days of our tale 
there were still some 

comes into many tales, but his” |e 
part inthe story of Bilbo's great 

adventure is only a Simisil one, | 
though important, 35 you will see, if 
we ever get to the end of it 

THESE ARE NOT 
TROLL~MAKE. THEY 

ARE OLP SWORDS, VERY 
OLD SWORDS OF THE 
HIGH ELVES OF THE 

WEST, MY KIN. 

THEY 
MUST HAVE COME. 
FROM A DRAGON'S 
HOARP OR GOBLIN 

PLUNPER, FOR PRAGONS 
AND GOBLINS PESTROYED 



I WILL KEEP 
THIS SWORD 

IN HONOUR - MAY 
IT SOON CLEAVE 
GOBLINS ONCE 

AGAIN] 
THIS, 

ORIN, THE 
RUNES NAME ORCRIST, 
THE GOBLIN- CLEAVER 



MOON- LETTERS 
ARE RUNE-LETTERS, BUT 

THEY CAN ONLY BE SEEN WHEN 
THE MOON SHINES BEHIND THEM, 
AND WHAT IS MORE, WITH THE 
MORE CUNNING SORT IT MUST BE 
A MOON OF ‘THE SAME SHAPE 
AN? SEASON AS THE DAY 

WHEN THEY WERE 
WRITTEN, 

MUST HAVE BEEN 
WRITTEN ON A MID- 
SUMMER'S EVE IN 
A CRESCENT MOON, 

‘LONG WHILE 
AGO. 

PURIN, PURIN! 
KE WAS THE FATHER 

OF THE FATHERS OF THE 
ELDEST RACE OF DWARVE: 

“STAND BY 
THE GREY STONE 

WHEN THE THRUSH KNOCKS: 
AND THE SETTING SUN 
WITH THE LAST LIGHT OF 
DURIN'S DAY WILL SHINE 

UPON THE KEY- 
HOLE. 

WE STILL CALL IT 
\/ purin'S DAY WHEN THE 

LAST MOON OF AUTUMN AND 
THE SUN ARE IN THE SKY. 
TOGETHER, BUT I FEAR IT 
PASSES OUR SKILL IN THESE 
DAYS TO GUESS WHEN 

SUCH A TIME WILL 
COME AGAIN. 

REMAINS 
TO BE 
SEEN. 



Grece,were many paths that led up into those 
mountains, 3nd many passes over them. a 

But most of the paths were chests and 4 
deceptions and led nowhere or to 
bad ends; and most of the passes = 
were infested by evil things 
and dreadful dangers. 

ie dwarves and the hobbit, 
helped by the wise advice 

of Elrond aid the knowledge 
and memory of Gandalf, took 
the right road to the right pass. 

SEEM DOWN 
IN SPIRITS, 

BILSo. 

fong days after ti 
Vis "Hod climbed out? 

the valley and lett 
the Last Homely House [ 
miles behind, ‘they 
Were still going up 
Bhd up and up. far, Far away in the 

West, Bilbo knew 
there lay his own 

country of'sate and 
comfortable thin 
and his little hobbit- 
hole. But it was get- 
ting bitter cold up 
here, and the wind 
camé shrill among 
the rocks. 

THE 
SUMMER 

(S GETTING 
‘ON POWN 

BELOW, AND 
HAYMAKING: 
IS GOING 
‘ON AND 
PICNICS. 

at 
THev wi 

BE HARVESTING 
AND BLACKBERRYING, 
BEFORE WE EVEN 

BEGIN TO GO DOWN 
THE OTHER SIDE 

AT THIS RATE. 



landalf only shook his head and said nothing. He knew how evil and danger had grown and thriven in the 
Wild, since the dragons had driven men from the lands, and the goblins had spread in secret after the 

battle of the Mines of Moria. 

—_— a 



Asser hurling ross hen came a wind and 
at one another for 2 rain, and the wind 

3 game, and catching ipped the rain and the 
them, and tossing them hail about in every dir— 
down into the darkness } ection mn they were 

drenct and 
¢ Ponies were whin- 

below, or splintered 
into 

intere va ‘with fright. 
little bits with i = “7 

il 2 bang. 

IF WE DON'T 
GET BLOWN OFF 



THORIN: 
WE HAVE FOUND A HAVE you 

DRY CAVE NOT FAR ROUND 
THE NEXT CORNER; ANP 
PONIES ANP ALL COULD 

GET INSIDE. 

ORY AND IT 
1S OUT OF 
THE RAIN, 

IT WILL PO— 
BUT NO FIRES! WE 

SHALL HAVE TO GET BY 
WITH A CHANGE INTO 

DRY CLOTHES. 

+t turned out a good thing that 
Tree. talked and talked, L . night that they had brought 

and forgot about the ah little Bilbo with them, after 
storm, and discussed off all. For somehow, he could not 

what each would do go to sleep for a long while; with his share of " and when he did sleep, he had 
very nasty dreams. 

did not seem 
50 impos- 
sible). 

pe thst was the last ti 
that they used the 
ackages, and parapher- 

nalia that they had brought 
H with them. 



~ A 
9 CRACK! w+ gh 

TBS Comeves: 



‘Six to each dwarf, at 
) (east, and two even for 

Bilbo; and they were all 
grabbed andcarried 
‘through the crack, 
before you could 

Yasee. There were 

ammers, axes, swords, daggers, 
ickaxes, tongs, and also 
truments of torture, 

they make very well. 

tis not unlikely that the 
invented come of the -? 

tl 
killing large numbers of 
people at once. 



WE FOUND 
THEM ON 

OUR FRONT 
PORCH! 

NO GOo0o, 
ULL WARRANT! 
SPYING ON 
THE PRIVATE 
BUSINESS O) 

PP nve- 
PERERS 

ANC ‘ 
FRIENDS 
OF ELVES, 

NOT. 
UNLIKELY! 



THORIN THE NE 
SERVICE! 

WE 1a] 

STORM IN WH, Mi WHAT YOU WERE A CONVENIENT CAVE AND DOING UP IN THE (OY 
UNUSED; NOTHING WAS MOUNTAINS AT ALL, ee | Ea 
VENIENCING GOBLINS AND WHERE YOu eco 

TOF 

IN FACT 
I SHOULD 

LiKE TO KNOW 
ALL ABOUT You, 

THORIN 
OAKENSHIELD/ 

I KNOW 
TOO MUCH 

ABOUT YOUR FOLK 
ALREADY: BUT, 
LET'S HAVE THE 
TRUTH, OR I WILL 
PREPARE SOME- 

THING PARTICULARLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE 

FOR YOu! 

ORCRIST/ WE WERE HE 3 (N= ON A JOURNEY A LAR, "LEER! TO VisiT OUR O_TRULY ALSO BITER! RELATIVES WHO. TREMENDOUS Hilt Has NOT ! LIVE ON THE EAST ONE! EXPLAINED SIDE OF THESE THIS! THE THRICE TRULY HOSPITABLE f CURSEP SWORD OF THE MOUNTAINS. SEVERAL ELVES OF OF OUR PEOPLE / WERE STRUCK BY | SO OLIN: LIGHTNING IN THE 
CAVE, WHEN WE Ss WVITED THESE ane aoe CREATURES TO FRIENDS | COME BELOW; AND ae THEY ARE AS 

DEAD AS 
STONE: 



NEVER 
SEE THE LIGH 

AGAIN; 



FOLLOW 
ME, | 

quick! § 

THE Te ‘Ss 
WILL SOON 
BE RELIT. 



TWELVE, 
THIRTEEN, ,, 



Qn they went. 

andalf was quite right? they began nd 25 poor Bilbo could not 
{9 “to hear goblin noises and horrible ossibly go half as fast 

cries tar behind in the passages 28 the dwarves, they took 
they had come through. That sent it in turn to carry him on 
them on faster than ever. their backs. 

WHY. 
PIP T EVER LEAVE 
MY HOBBIT-HOLE 

Way, 
O WHY ID 

T EVER BRING 
A WRETCHED LITTLE 
HOBBIT ON A 
TREASURE 

HUNT! 4 

a 
till goblins go Faster than 

SS awarves, and soon they 
‘could hear the flap of the (A 

in feet, many many feet 
Which seemed only just 
round the last corner. 

Ne 



+t was quite 2 long while before ani 
‘goblins dared turn thet corner. By 

that time the dwarves had gone on 
again, 2 long, long, way on into the 
dark tunnels of the goblins’ reaim. 

; Sea 

tesren the goblins discovered that, they put 
out their torches and they slipped on soft 

shoes, and they chose out their very quickest 
runners with the Sharpest ears and eyes. These 
ran forward, as swift 25 weasels in the dark, 
and with hardly any more noise than bats. 

at is why neither Bilbo, nor the 
dwarves; even Gandalf heard 



Wren Bilbo opened his eyes, he 
if he it wondered i: ad; For t 

Was just as dark as with them 
shut, "No one was anywhere 
near him. Just imagine his fright! 

NO TIME 

was a turning 
‘career, but he did not know it. 

ENOUGH. 



G0 BACK? hig tunnel seemed to have noend. All Bilbo knew was that 
_ ery it was still going down pretty steadily and keeping in 

No Coen Mee. “the same direction, There were passages leading off £5 
the side every now and then. Of these he took no notice, 
except to hurry past for fear of goblins. 

do not know how long he kept on like 
this, hating to go on, not daring to stop, 

on, on, until he was tireder than tired. 
It seemed like all the way to tomorrow 
and over it to the days beyond. 

IT [5 & POOL OR A LAKE, 
AND_NOT AN UNDERGROUND: 
RIVER T'VE FOUND. AND IT'S 
PROBABLY FULL OF SLIMY 
THI INGS, WITH BIG BULGING 
BLIND EYES, WRIGGLING 

IN THE WATER. 

hers sre strange things living in the pools 
and lakes in the hearts of mourtains: Fish 

whose fathers swam in, goodness only knows 
how many years ago, and never swam out 

ain; ais0 there are other things tore 
slimy ‘than Fish, 

ven in the tunnels and 
caves the goblins have 

made for themselves there 
are other things living unbe- 
known to them that have 
sneaked in from outside 
to lie up in the dark. 



AND I 
DON'T WANT 
TO KNOW, IF 
ONLY I CAN 
GET AWAY. 

don't know where he came 
from, nor who oF what he 

was. He was Gollum—a 
name he got for the horrible 
swallowing noise he made in 
his throat, though he alw. 
called himself “my preciou 



A 
SWORD, A 

BLADE WHICH 
CAME OUT OF 
GONDOLIN/ 

easy! 
MOUNTAIN, 

L 
SUPPOSE. 

PRECIOUSSS. 

RIDPLES, PRAPS IT OES, 
poes it? 

OES 
GUESS EASY? IT 

MUST HAVE A COMPETITION 
WITH US, MY PRECIOUSS/ 
IF IT ASKS US, AND WE 
DOESN'T ANSWER, THEN 
WE DOES WHAT IT WANTS, 
eh? WE SHOWS IT THE 

WAY OUT, YES! 

pl 
bi 
the mountains. 

‘ollum was anxious to appear friendly, and 
riddles was all he could think of. Asking 

them had been the only game he had ever 
layed, sitting in his hale in the long, long 290, 

re he crept down into the dark under 

HAS ROOTS AS 
NOBODY SEES, 

'$ TALLER THAN TREES, 

iF 
PRECIOUS ASKS, 
ANC IT DOESN'T 



THIRTY WHITE 
ilbo didn't dare to dis- HORSES ON A RED 
agree, and nearly burst - HILL, 

his brain to think of riddles. 
that could save him from 
being eaten. 



VOICELESS IT CRIES, 
WINGLESS FLUTTERS, 
TOOTHLESS BITES, 
MOUTHLESS MUTTERS, 

‘ortunately Bilbo had ilbo was 0 pleased that he 
once heard something made up one on the 5} 

rather like this before; “This'll puzzle the 
and getting his wits updetare! ind 
back he thought of the thought: 

AN EYE IN A BLUE FACE 
SAW AN EYE IN A GREEN FACE. 
oTHAT BYE 16 LIKE TO THis eye” 

7 eur IN LOW PLACE, 
NOT IN HIGH PLACE.” 

Cua mon ee rie ric ime, and was fo 
‘ting ‘thie dort of thing, but He 

brought up memories of ages and 
ages and ages before, when he 
lived with his ae are ocoer: ina hole 
in 3 bank by 

3 
Fiver. 

IT. CANNOT BE SEEN, CANNOT 
BE FELT, CANNOT BE HEARD, 

CANNOT BE SMELT. 
IT LIES BEHIND STARS AND 
UNPER HILLS, AND EMPTY 

HOLES IT FILLS. 
IT COMES FIRST ANC FOLLOWS 

AFTER, ENDS LIFE, 
KILLS LAUGHTER. 

ilbo asked thi: to gain time, 

lard one. 
dreadfully chestnut, it proved 
a nasty poser for Gollum. 



WELL, WHAT imagine you 
ap Ped now the answer, 

ALIVE WITHOUT BREATH, 
AS COLD AS DEATH; 

NEVER THIRSTY, EVER 
Oita, Gollum remem- 

bere: 
jolly DRINKING, ALL IN MAIC 

thieving trom NEVER CLINKING- 
ago, atid sitting 

under thé river bank teath- 
ing his grandmother, teach- 
ing his grandmother to suck— 

IS IT NICE = 
rT MY PRECIOUSSS? 

Biz 5a aid IS it sulcy? 16 IT 
cleare is SCRUMPTIOUSLY 

pupa ioe ‘CRUNCHABLEZ 

answer came. 



Tren Collum thought the 
time had come to a: 

something hard and ferries No-| bord ra ON 

Two-! Less, at NCAR ON LB, S TIS THING ALL Tangs. uf ples pevouRs: Bi 5, 
FouRLEGS GOT SOME, eee ry peme a TREES, FLOWERS? 

after that the rest Was easy SANS (Aad STONES TO MEP bier et oert StCn Re TOMER LAYS KING, RUINS TOWN, 
FISH ON A LITTLE TABLE, MAN ‘- ¥ By "AND BEATS HIGH 

AT TABLE SITTING ON A STOO! 
THE CAT HAS THE Bones. MOIETAIN FOES 

oor Bilbo sat in the dark thinking 
of all the borrible. names of 8 

the giants and pares he had ever 
| heard "told of in tales, but not one 

of them had done all these things. 

“e had a feeling that the 
‘answer Was quite dif- 

ferent and that he ought 
to know it, but he coul 
not think of it. 



jbo began to get frightened, 
and that is bad for thinking. 

is tongue seemed to stick in his 
mouth; he wanted to shout out? 
“Give me more time! Give me time.” 

But all that came out with a sudden 



NoT IT ISN'T 
FAIR! NOT Fal MY F PRECIOUS, 

FAIR! 4 fi 
ad WHAT JT's GOT 

IN ITS NASSTY 
it 

POCKETSES? 

iT MusT 
GIVE US THREE 
GUESSESES, 
MY PRECIOUSS, 

THREE REI 
GUESSESES, 



DID WE SAY 
50, Precious? 

WELL? WHAT ) SHOW THE NASSTY 
ABouT YOUR oe ITTLE BAGGINS 
PROMISES 

GOT IN ITS. 
Wid ag | NOP ETEING, mit ng 4 Ker era prom@atay| PRECIOUS, BUT 

inch. And efter all that < NOTNOTHING. 4 
last question had not been |\ Soi: 
a genuine riddle according s 
to the ancient laws. 

CROSS IT 15, 
MPATIENT, PRECIOUS. 

BUT IT MUST WAIT, YES IT 
MUST. WE CAN'T GO UP THE 

MUST GO AND GET SOME 
THINGS FIRST, YES. 
THINGS TO HELP US. 

bo thought Gollum was just making an excuse and did not 
irean to come back. What useful thing 

fon the dark lake? But he was wrong. Gol 
back, He was angry now and hungry: And 
wicked creature, and already ne 

could he keep out 
ium did mean to come 

he was 2 miserable 
2 plan. 

Nee fareway was t island and a MY BIRTHOAYS 
ere in His hiding-place z 

afew wrerchedodamente,and one | WHAT WE Maier eg 
very beoutitul thing, very beautiful, 
vale wonderful, He had a ring, 3 
gol 

NOW, Ye: 
WANTS IT/ 

len ring, 3 precious ring. 

e wanted it because 
MY _BIRTHDAY— it was a ring of PRESENT! Ir CAME 1" power and if?you 
TOMBON MY slipped that ring on 
beg RO jour Finger, you Were 

; invisible; only inthe. 
full sunlight could you 
be seen, and then only 
By Your ‘shadow, and 
that would besha 
and faint. 

a Ea SO 
a fho knows how Gollum came 

Me Hy by that present, ages 
j= { agoin the old days when 

stich rings were still at 
large in fhe worldZ 

going back to look at 



nly @ Few hours ago he had worn 
AM, new te orate a aig! goblin— 

QUITE SAFE, 
YES. IT WON'T, 

WELL, SOAM I, 
AoE WANT TO. Ber 
UNLOST, AND I WON 
THE GAME, AND You 
PROMIS: COME 
ALONG! Cone AND LET 
‘ME OUT, AND THEN GO 

ON WITH YOUR 
L00KiNG! 

Sessesss WHAT HAS IT GOT 
IN ITS PocKETSES? 

LOSST (7 15, 

eas? 7 BU EST ION, 
peomiseo, 

WHAT 
HAVE YOU 

Lost? TELL 
ME THAT/ 



WHAT HAS 
(T GOT 
IN ITS 

POCKETSES? 

CURSE THE BAGGINS! 
11'S GONE/ WHAT HAS IT 
GOT IN ITS POCKETSES?, OH WE GUESS, We GUE6S, 
MY PRECIOUS, HE'S FOUND 
IT, YES HE MUST HAVE 
My BIRTHDAY PRESENT, 

WE LOST IT WHEN WE CAME THIS 
WAY LAST, WHEN WE TWISTED THAT 
NASSTY YOUNG SQUEAKER. THAT'S IT. 
CURSE IT! IT SLIPPED FROM US, 
AFTER ALL THESE AGES AND AGES! 

It'S GONE, gollum! 

YES, BUT IF IT'S GOT THE 
PRESENT, OUR PRECIOUS PRESENT, 
THEN GOBLINSES WILL GET IT, 
gollums THEY'LL FIND IT, THEY'LL 
FIND OUT WHAT IT DOES, WE 

DOESN'T \SHAN'T EVER BE SAFE AGAIN, 
KNOW wHaT \ NEVER, gollum/ ONE OF THE 
THE PRESENT) GOBLINSES WILL PUT IT ON, 
CAN D0, / AND THEN NO ONE WILL SEE 

007 GOING \ poESs ITZ ( HIM. HE'LL BE THERE BUT 
BACK THERE | IT DOESN'T\ NOT SEEN; AND HE'LL COME 
TO SEARCH, ] KNOW, ANP \ CREEPSy AND TRICKSY AND 
No, THE [IT CAN'T ] CATCH US, gollum, gollum/ 
BaGoiNs [( Go FAR. 
HAS Gor IT \ IT's LOST 

iN ITS 
POCKETSES; 
THE NASTY, 
NOSER HAS 
FOUNP IT, 
WE SAYS. 

BUT IT 

THE 
GOBLINSES 
WILL CATCH IT 
THEN. IT CAN'T 
GET OUT 

IT SAID 50, Yes; 
BUT IT'S TRICKSY. 

IT WON'T SAY WHAT 
it's GOT IN ITS “THAT WAY, 

POCKETSES, IT KNows. | PRECIOUS, 
(T KNOWS A WAY IN, } 
IT MUST KNOW A WAY | 5856, S555, 
OUT, YES. IT'S OFF ‘Gotlum? 
Jo THE BAcK-DooR,X GOBLINSES! / 



WE MUST WAIT 
THIS 15 IT. ce HERE, PRECIOUS, WAIT 

THEN LET'S STOP TALKING, THIS 15 THE WAY A BIT AND SEE. 
PRECIOUS, AND MAKE HASTE. IF TO THE BACK- Door, 

YES. HERE'S THE 
SAGE! 

BuT We 
DURSTN'T GO IN, 
PRECIOUS, NO WE 
DURSTN'T. GOBLIN- 

SEVEN RIGHT, YES. 
SIX LEFT, YES! 

magic ring: 
it made You 
invisible? 

’e had heard of such things, of course, Ww, sed breathing, 
in old tales, 7 but it was hard to and went stiff himself. He 

believe that he really trad found one, He by accident. Still there it was: Gollum 
th his bright eves had passed him buy 

only a yard 20 one side. : wot HAS SHALL 
THEM ANO 
CRUSH THEM! 

N°, not a fair fight. He was 
invisible now, ius had 

threatened to ki)! 
him, or tried to yet. And he 
was miserable, alone, lost. 

Srrzight, over Gollun's 
head he leaped, seven 

eet forward and three 
in the air, 

IF GOBLINS 
ARE 50 NBAR THAT 

HE SMELT THEM, THEN 
THE 

CAREFUL NOW, OR THIS WAY WILL LEAP YOU 

THIEF, THIEF, 
THIEF! BAGGINS! 

| dF. he saw, 
filtering round 

ahother corner— 





Ibo wandered on, out of 
the little high valley, 

over its edge, and down 
the slopes yond; but all 
the while a ve uncom- 
fortable thought was 
growing insidé him. 

‘e wondered whether 
he ought not, now he 

RESPONSIBLE For 
HIM. WISH Ti 
CO0pNESS Sou HAP 
NOT LOST HIM. Uff 

vz SEEM TO 
/E GOT RIGHT TO 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
MISTY MOUNTAINS, RIGHT 
70 THE EDGE 0 

o SEVOND! 

and very mis- 
oo te Feit 

it— 
Wittest he heard— 

I BROUGHT HIM, 
AND I _PON'T BRING 

THINGS THAT ARE OF NO 
USE. EITHER YOU HELP ME TO 
LOOK FOR HIM, ORI GO AND. 
LEAVE YOU HERE TO GET OUT 

OF THE MESS AS BEST 
YOU CAN YOURSELVES. 

WHAT! 
m1 You Wan 

0 GO AN! 
Roe Hi i FoR, } 

PO y 

Suprency GRABBED 
YOUR LE 

BEHIND in i 

/ THEN WHY 
DIDN'T YOU 
PICK HIM UP 

AGAING 
GOOD HEAVENS! 

YOU SHOUTED ‘FOLLOW 
ME EVERYBODY!’ AND EVERY- 
BOPY OUGHT 79 HAVE FOLLOWED, 

WE ARE — WITHOUT = 



E MUST BE ee Gandalf explained 
© how he had turned 

«4.0 I JUMPED 
OVER GOLLUM AND 4 

ESCAPED, AND RAN 
DOWN TO THE GATE, Fepi n wert ek 

iP 8 very great 
jeal with the lipped 

ED. Wi 
ei ‘ON BEFORE 

ISK. 

OES! You 
Nive GOBLIN TUNNELS f . 

kdoor, where Bilbo Topas THURSDAY, AND 
IT WAS MONDAY NIGHT OR 

the 
lost his buttons. 

‘TUESDAY MORNING THAT 
WE WERE CAPTURED. WE 

AHEAD, LET'S GET 
ON! 

\ 

is 



uu 
Bi 

he! 

= I CAN’ 
BE ALWAYS 

you've 
EFT THE 
URGLAR 
BEHIND 
AGAIN/ 

o 

- 

7 



ES y 

= 
= 

—— ; 15 the death reraravnacetevaeis a iwarves and hom they, eee eraner toe 
ement cauead 

re probably still hunting. : 
> ae 

Ho 
and sescah 
ieee until 

rf 
ae iH he could 

BM sc cies ond ee 7 | tiny flashes of Fire, 

‘oni het he. was 

unblinking, and jarieee could sada vabeit 



A FIZZUING logis aoe ip 

Under Gandelf's tree. 
Ina moment it spre: 

to the others, The bark <augh 

| Gren Gendelt climbed to the top 
his tree. The sudden splendour 

Flashed from his wand like lightning, 
ee eter resets 

Mi aomntr 
on high ut he never right among the spears of the ne 

the goblins. 



loon they were high up in +i 
sky, rising all the time. 

t the best of times heights made 
Bilbo giddy. So you can imagine 

how his head swam now. He shut his 
eyes and wondered if he could hold 
on any longer. Then he imagined 
what would happen if he did rot. 
He felt sick. 

once rendered a service to the eagles and 
healed their lord from an arrow-wound. 

ndalf was discussing plans with the Great Eagle for 
‘setting them all dowA well on their journey across the 
ins below. But the Lord of the Eagles would not take 

‘them anywhere near where men lived. 
THEY WOULD SHOOT AT 

US WITH THEIR GREAT BOWS 
OF YEW FOR THEY WOULD 
THINK WE WERE AFTER 
THEIR SHEEP. AND AT 
OTHER TIMES THEY 
WOULP BE RIGHT. 

No! We ARE 
LAD TO CHEAT THE 

Cre fight endedoniy 
just in time for 

him, just before his 
arms gave way. IN THE SOUTHWARD 

PLAINS. 

FAMISHED WITH 
HUNGER, 

than ever bé- 
fore. And 60 
ended the ad- 
venture of the 
Misty Mountains, 



(Br next earning Bilbo woke 
up with the early sun in his 

eyes. He jumped up to look at 
the time”and to go and put his 
kettle on— 

rt 
falling back behind him 
intothe distance. 

Pike tad Feet resdy, | 

Pb, 

YOu NEEO NOT BE £4 

Ay 
FRIGHTENED LIKE 
ARABBIT, EVEN IF 

RATHER ‘YOU LooK ITISA 
. LIKE ONE. FAIR MORNING \ Qy WITH LIPTLE WIN 

i THAN FLYING? 

fter a good while the eagles 
saw the point they were making 

‘for. Cropping out of the ground, 
right in the-path of the stream 
which looped itself sbout it was 

nd so they parted. And though the lord 
of the eagles became inaf£er days the 

King of All Birds and wore a golden crown, 
and his fifteen chieftains golden collars 
(made of the gold that the dwarves gave 
them), Bilbo Hever saw them again—except 
high and far off in the battle of Five 
Aimies. But as that comes in at the end of 
this tale we will say no more about ft just now, 



I ALWAYS MEANT TO 
SEE YOU ALL SAFE, IF POSSIBLE, SBA Tenis \\ nS Eat EY iin 
VER THE MOUNTAINS, AND NOW ON IT AGAIN At i HE STEPS ON THE 

Soy Goce MANAGEMENT AND BEFORE IT VERY INSTANT, GREAT ROCK— THE CARROCK 

GOOP LUCK I HAVE DONE IT, 1S ALL OVER, PROBABLY I CAN |I BELIEVE HE CALLS IT. HE 

MEANWHILE OF YOUR PRESENT | CARKOCKS, AND THIS ONE 

INDEED & PLIGHT, ANC I 1S THE CARROCK BECAUSE 

WE ARE NOW NEED A LITTLE IT IS THE ONLY ONE NEAR 

A GOOD PEAL PRESSING HELP MYSELF, HIS HOME AND HE 

FURTHER EAST BUSINESS cme rae erg 
WITH You, For AFTER ALLTHIS: We HAVE 
15 NOT MY NO FOOD, AND No 
ADVENTURE. BAGGAGE, AND NO 

> PONIES TO RIDE. BUT 
THERE 15 SOMEBODY 
KNOW OF, WHO LIVES 
NOT FAR AWAY. WE 
MusT GO AND FIND 

GOING TO iM; AND IF ALI See 
COME ALL GOES WELL AT OUR INTRO Y 
THE way MEETING, I THINK Be ouce vou, 
Wit T SHALL BE OFF/ faa] HE CAN Oc 
us. APPALLING WHEN HE IS 

ANGRY, THOUGH 
HE |S KIND 
ENOUGH IF 
HUMORED. 

STILL 
WARN You 
He GETS 
ANGRY 
EASILY, 

KNOWS IT WELL. 

IF YOU MUST 
KNOW MORE, HIS NAME 1S BEORN. HE IS VERY OOP GRACIOUS 

STRONG, AND HE IS A HEAVENS, NO, No, Wo, WoL 
Bin “Chaneer. <a]. / DON'T BEA FOOL MISTER BAG- 

; GINS IF YOU CAN HELP IT/ HE 
WHAT! A FURRIER, A v. CHANGES A/S SKIN} SOMETIMES 

MAN THAT CALLS RABBITS 
CONIES, WHEN HE DOESN'T TURN ‘THEIR SKINS INTO 

SQUIRRELSZ 

HE 15 A HUGE BLACK BEAR, 
SOMETIMES HE IS A GREAT 

‘STRONG BLACK-HAIRED 
MAN WITH HUGE ARMS 
AND A GREAT BEARD. 

ASA MAN HE KEEPS CATTLE AND HORSES AND HIVES AND HIVES OF GREAT FIERCE T CANNOT 
BEES, AND LIVES MOST TEL you MUCH 
ON CREAM AND HONEY, MORE, THOUGH THAT 

AS A BEAR HE I) oucuT ‘to Be ENOUGH. RANGES FAR YP He 15 Not THe SoRT OF 
‘AND WIDE, PERSON 10 ASK GUESTIONS OF. AT ANY RATE HE |S UNDER NO ENCHANT MENT BUT HIS OWN, 

THESE BEES 
‘ARE 50 BIG, IF ONE 
WAS TO STING ME L 
SHOULD SWELL UP AS 
BIG AGAIN AST AM/ 

GETTING NEAR, 
WE ARE ON THE 

Pee Y A EDGE OF His BEE 
ss PASTURES, 



you 
HAO BETTER 
WAIT HERE, 

AND WHEN 7 
CALL OR WHISTLE 
BEGIN TO COME 
AFTER ME—YOU 
WILL SEE THE 
WAY I Go— BUT 
ONLY IN SMALL. 
GROUPS, MIND, 
ABOUT FIVE 
MINUTES 
APART. 

} I AM GANDALF, 
THIS 15 MISTER 

BAGGINS, A HOBBIT OF 
GOOP FAMILY AND UNIM— 
PEACHABLE REPUTATION. 

TAM A WIZARP, 

COME 
ON MISTER 
BAGGINS! 

THERE 15 
AGATE 

‘SOMEWHERE 

ugh! 
HERE THEY 
ARE! THEY 
DON'T LOOK 
DANGEROUS, 

ARE YOU 
AND WHAT 
Do you 
WANT? 

I HAVE HEARD 
OF You, IF You Have 

NOT HEARD OF ME; BUT 
PERHAPS YOU HAVE HEARD OF MY GOOD COUSIN RADA- 
GAST WHO LIVES NEAR THE 

SOUTHERN BORDERS 
‘OF MIRKWOOD 2 

THEY 
IAVE GONE 

TO TELL HIM 
OF THE 

ARRIVAL OF 
STRANGERS, 

A BAD FELLOW 
AS WIZARDS Go, 
BELIEVE. T USED 
TO SEE Him NOW 

AND AGAIN, 

WELL, NOW 
KNOW’ WHO You 
ABE, OR WHO YOU. 

SAY YOU ARE. WHAT 
BO YOU WANT? 



TO TELL You WE WERE COMING OVER 
THE TRUTH, We HAVE i INA CAVE. AS SOON AS WE WERE 
NEARLY Lost OUR WAY, AND ASLEEP GOBLINS APPEARED AND 
ARE RATHER IN NEED OF 
HAD RATHER A BAD TIME 

WITH GOBLINS IN 
THE MOUNTAINS. 

GRABBED THE HOBBIT AND 

GOBLINS? 
WHAT DIP You 
GO NEAR THEM 

FOR? 

ae OH No! 4 
4S ee 

BN) THERE WERE MORE THAN 
; TWO OF US. I DIP NOT LIKE 

TO BOTHER YOU WITH A LOT 
OF US, UNTIL I FOUND OUT 
1F YOU WERE BUSY, Z WILL AND TELL ME ABOUT IT, Gwe VORA CALLE. 

I MAY. IF IT WON'T TAKE 
ALL DAY. 

0 ves F aad wor « — 7 GRABBED! 
I KILLED A GOBLIN OR TWO WITH A 'o Gandalf went on with the tale; 

FLASH AND FOLLOWED DOWN INTO THE = how Mister ins had been mis- 
MAIN HALL. 5 THOUGHT TO MYSELF, (3id, and the hobbit's reappearance, 

WHAT CAN A DOZEN po 
AGAINST SO MANY? 

their scramble in the 
woods and their climbi 
into the trees wi pact ins 
below yelling “Fifteen 
birds in five fir- trees... 

WELL, NOW 
THERE ARE FIFTEEN 

OF YOU; ANC SINCE GOBLINS 
CAN COUNT, NOW PERHAPS WE 

BOFUR AS WELL. T CAN FINISH THIS STORY h 
| HAVEN'T VENTUREP WITHOUT ANY MORE 

TO INTRODUCE THEM INTERRUPTIONS. 
\ BEFORE, AND HERE. 

THEY ARE. 
ister Baggins saw 
then none clever 

story, and the story 
Ll fly) from 
se} wai 
off ‘atonce ike” 
Suspicious beggars, 

y the time the wizard had finished 
his tale the sun had fallen behind 

“the peaks of the Misty Mountains 
and Beorn had invited them to supper. 



IT 1S TIME 
FOR US To SLEEP, 
BUT NOT = THINK 

FOR BEORN. 
IN THIS HALL 

WE CAN REST SOUND 
AND SAFE, BUT I WARN YOU 
ALL NOT TO FORGET WHAT 
BEORN SAID BEFORE HE 
LEFT US: YOu MUST 

OUTSIDE 
UNTIL 
é WHERE 15 
Geon OUR HOST, AND 
see Chey 
es YOURSELF? 

QUESTION 
FIRST — 

BUT BLESS ME/ 
THIS 15 A SPLEN- 
PID PLACE For 
SMOKE-RINGS!, 

1€. 

I HAVE BEEN 
PICKING OUT BEAR-TRACKS. OLLOWED 

THOSE AS FAR THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A REGU- 
LAR BEARS’ MEETING OUTSIDE HERE AS I COULD. THEY 
LAST NIGHT. I SOON SAW THAT BEORN WENT STRAIGHT 
COULD NOT HAVE MADE THEM ALL. OFF IN THE DIREC~ 
THERE WERE FAR TOO MANY OF THEM, “TION OF THE PINE- 
AND THEY WERE OF VARIOUS SIZES WOODS, WHERE WE 
TOO. THEY CAME FROM ALMOST HAG OUR PLEASANT 
EVERY DIRECTION, EXCEPT FROM LITTLE PARTY WITH 

THE MOUNTAINS. IN THAT THE WARGS THE 
PIRECTION ONLY ONE SET NIGHT BEFORE 

‘OF FOOTPRINTS LED. LAST. 

ANP NOW. 
I THINK I HAVE 
ANSWERED Your 
FIRST QUESTION, 

Too, 



waar hobbit felt quite crushed, suattitTe po OSsse there hemednotning 
IF HE LEADS ALL else to do he did goto bed; and 
HE cour while the dwarves were still sing- 

ing songs he dropped asleep. Then 
2 WE ‘Rt ee Calor” ne woke tip when everyone else 

AND KILLED! was asleep, aodihe héard the same| 
ig, anu fling, 

50 HERE YoU 
ALL ARE STILL! NOT” 

EATEN UP BY WARGS OR 
GOBLINS OR WICKED BEARS 

@E SiLLy/ P YET, I SEE. LITTLE BUNNY 
you HAD BETTER 1S GETTING NICE AND FAT AGAIN ON BREAD AND 

HONEY. COME AND 
HAVE SOME MORE. 

ot ae 
& they all went to) . 

breakfast with 
him. We Set then, 
laughing with his funny 
stories, then told them 
where he had been arid why. 

as 

had been over the river and 
right up into the mountains. 

From the burnt wolf-glade he 
had soon found out that part of 
their story was true; then he 
caught a Warg and a goblin wan- 
dering inthe Woods. From these 
he had got news: the goblin 
patrols were still hurrting with 
Wargs for the dwarves, the 
Great Goblin was dead, and a 
raid might soon be made to 
tind the dwarves. 

IT WAS A GOOD 
STORY, THAT OF YouRS, 

BUT T LIKE IT STILL BETTER 
NOW I AM SURE IT IS TRUE, AS. 
IT15, 5 HAVE HURRIED HOME 4s. 
FAST AS I COULD TO SEE THAT 

YOu WERE SAFE, AND TO. 
OFFER YOU ANY HELP 

THAT I CAN, 
I SHALL THINK 

MORE KINDLY OF DWARVES 
AFTER THIS. KILLED THE 
GREAT GOBLIN, KILLED 
‘THE GREAT GOBLIN: 

WHAT 9 J 
pip You 

0 WITH THE 
GOBLIN AND 

THE 
WARG? 

il 

‘orn was a fierce enemy. But 
now he was their friend and 

Gandalf thought it wise to tell 
him their whole story and the rea- 
son of their journey, so that they 
could get the most help he could 
offer. 

AND NEVER 
LEAVE THE PATH. THAT 

YoU MUST NOT DO, FOR 
ANY REASON. THAT 15 ALL 

is is what he promised to do for them. 
4) Be wouleiorouae paries for each cf nen, 

and a horse for Gandalf, ard he would lade WICE I CAN GIVE YOU. 

them with food to last them for weeks with ‘ Tee eee esenp oN your’ pf 
care. ~ , LUCK AND YOUR COURAGE 

AN? THE FOOD I SEND 

BUT Your way THROUGH Win You. 
MIRKWOOD 1S DARK AND DANGEROUS 4 AND DIFFICULT. WATER 15 NOT EASY TO FIND, F WILE PROVIDE You WITH SKIN FOR chained WATER. THERE 18 ONE STREAM 

‘THERE, I KNOW, BLACK AND STRONG, WHICH CROSSES THE PATH, THAT YoU SHOULD NEI hee DRINK OF, NOR GATHE IN; FOR > 
HAVE HEARD THAT IT CARRIES ENCHANT- NENT AND & CREAT DROWSINESS 

ANP FORGETFULNESS. 



AT THE GATE OF THE 
FOREST I MUST ASK YOU To SEND 

BACK MY HORSE AND My 

had also a! 
St the Lonel 

‘corn advised ‘them to head 
north for at 4 place a few 

t straight towards the Lonely 
Mountain, 

I should ride fe 
d Said, “for if the 
‘their raid soon they 

cross the river and scou 
of the forest so as to 

all the 

ponies. Be off now as quick 6 you may!’ 

the light faded Bilbo thought he saw 
the shadowy form of a great bear 

Penta along in the same direction. 
But if he dared to mention it to Gan- 

dalf, the wizard only said: “Hus 
Take no notice/” 

y the afternoon of the fourth |} -~wae 
day thoy had reached ‘the eaves 

‘OF MiFkwood, and were resting 
almost beneath the great over- BEORN 15 NOT AS FAR hanging boughs of its outer trees. OFF AS YOU SEEM TO THINK. 

MISTER BAGGINS' BYES ARE SHARPER WELL, HERE IS MIRKWOOD/ THE THAN YOURS, IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN GREATEST OF THE FORESTS OF THE x BACH NIGHT AFTER DARK A GREAT BEAR NORTHERN WORLD. T HOPE YOU LIKE GOING ALONG WITH US OR SITTING FAR THE LOOK OF IT.’ NOW YOU MUST ‘OF 
SENO BACK THESE EXCELLENT EM BAC PONIES YOU HAVE BORROWED, 2 ‘AND GUIDE YOU, BUT TO KEEP AN 

EYE ON THE PONIES TOO. 

3a 

a” Wl 



IT 15. NO USE 
ARGUING. T HAVE, AS I 

OUP YOU, SOME PRESSING BLISINESS 

HE HAS MORE ABOUT HIM THAN YOU 
GUESS, AND YOU WILL FIND THAT 

OUT BEFORE LONG. 

Aff, 

: ve 

ar 
G00P-ByE TO You ALL, 

GOOD -BYE/ STRAIGHT THROUGH 
THE FOREST |S YOUR WAY NOW, 

T, OR ANYONE. 
ELSE WILL EVER rat High INTHE EAST, 
Casal roman THE LONELY MOUN- N WHERE 

[ serore you coun, 
GET ROUND MIRKWOOD 

WITH GOBLINS, HOBGOBLINS, 
‘AND ORCS OF THE WORST 

DESCRIPTION. 

OF THAT BLACK ) SORCERER, 
i— 

¢ 
TO Go 2 
NO WAY ROUND: | =| 

DON'T You 
07 worry) BEFORE 



HEr. 
ali Sainte: 



CAN ANY OF 
YOU THROW A ROPEF 

I DON'T BELIEVE THE 
AWAY Do YOu BOAT 1S TIED, THOUGH OF 
THINK IT COURSE I CAN'T BE SURE IN 

1s NOT AT THIS LIGHT: BUT IT LOOKS 
ALL FAR. T TO ME AS IF IT WAS 

SHOULDN'T THINK JUST DRAWN UP 
ABOVE TWELVE ON THE BANK, 

| YARPS, 
TWELVE 

varos/rsHoulp =) 
HAVE THOUGHT IT was 
THIRTY AT LEAST, BUT MY 
BYES DON'T SEE As WELL 
AS THEY USED TO A HUN- 
DRED YEARS AGO. WE 
CAN'T SUMP IT, AND WE 
PAREN'T TRY TO 
WADE OR SWIM. 

Now WHY. 
COULDN'T. IT. 
HAVE BEEN ON 
THIS SIPE! / 

CAREFULLY! 
IT 1S LYING ON 
THE BOAT; LETS 
HOPE THE HOOK 
WILL CATCH, 



I SHALL, AND you 
WILL COME WITH ME, AND 

FIL] AND BALIN. THAT'S AS MANY 
AS THE BOAT WILL HOLD ATA TIME, 
AFTER THAT KILI AND OIN AND 
GLOIN ANC DORI; NEXT ORI 
AND NORI, BIFLR ANC BOFUR; 

AND LAST OWALIN 
AND BOMBLR, 

IM ALWAYS 
LAST AND I DON'T, 
LIKE IT, IT'S SOME- 
BODY ELSE'S TURN 

TOPAY. 

You 
— SHOULD NOT BE 
/ 5° FAT. AS YOU ARE. 
| You MUST BE WITH THE 

LAST AND LIGHTEST BoAT- 
LOAD, DON'T START GRUM- 
BLING AGAINST ORDERS, 
OR SOMETHING BAD 

WILL HAPPEN TO 

THERE 
AREN'T ANY OARS, 

HOW ARE YOU GOING 
TO PUSH THE BOAT 

BACK TO THE 

GIVE ME 
ANOTHER LENGTH 
‘OF ROPE AND 
ANOTHER: 

HOOK. 

GET IN Now 
AND ONE OF YOU HAUL ON THE 

ROPE I'VE THROWN INTO THE TREE ON 
THE OTHER SIDE. ONE OF THE OTHERS MUST 
KEEP HOLD OF THE HOOK WE USED AT FIRST, 
AND WHEN WE ARE SAFE ON THE OTHER 

‘SIDE HE CAN HOOK IT ON, AND YOU 
CAN DRAW THE BOAT BACK. 

BOMBUR 
HAS FALLEN 

Wt 



WHY DID t EVER 
WAKE UP! I WAS 

OUNT 
DESCRIBE THE 
NGS THERE WERE 
To eat AN? 



MY OREAISS HEME COMING argued about it backwards and forwards for a 
While. In TRUE. THERE MUST BE THINGS : 

TO EAT ANP DRINK THERE, ‘decides 
LET'S Go set the 

f A FEAST WOULD BE LD 
NO GOOD, IF WE NEVER end before bar Ik 

down and died 
starvation. 

WHAT WAS 
THAT? I THOUGHT 
I SAW A TWINKLE 

OF LIGHT IN 
THE FOREST, 

NO RUSHING 
FORWARD! NO ONE 1S TO 

STIR FROM HIDING TILL T SAY, 

NASTY TO HIM, 

—#} B a7, 

\\ 

VA y 
THEY WON'T BO ANYTHING L ) 

i, 

4 

BEGUN NOT FAR 
DS Away— 

HUNDREDS. 
OARS} 

THE HARPS, 



ces of 
folk and their songs were filled 
with mirth, Loud and clear and fair 

ithe wood was fille 
again with their clamour 
and their cries. 

h cries of the dwarves Bomeur! further and fi 
BIFUR! it seeme 
BOFUR! 

hat was one of Bilbo's 
most miserable moments. 

But he soon made up his 
mind that it was no good 

to do anything till 



I 
WiLL, 

GIVE You 
A NAME 
AND I 

INE EATING 
WHEN THEY'VE 

NG A BIT. 

NASTY THICK ‘SKINS THEY HAVE T0 BE 
SUPERE IS G00? AE AYE 

Tice WwSIDe. ae ( MAKE Fi 

pon'r 
HANG 'EM TOO 

LONG. THEY'RE NOT 
AS FAT AS THEY MIGHT 
BE. BEEN FEEDING 
NONE TOO WELL OF 
LATE, T SHOULO 

7 wHey'se EAP NOW, 
Tot 

WARRANT. 

KILL 'EM, 1 
SAY. KILL ‘EM. 
NOW AND HANG 
'EM DEAD EDR 

‘A WHILE. 

THAT THEY ARE 
NOT. I SAW ONE A- 
STRUBGLING JUST NOW, 
JUST COMING ROUND. 
‘AGAIN, I SHOULP SAY, 
AFTER A BEAUTIFUL 

SLEEP. TLL SHOW 





FAT SPIPER 
bed IG IN A TREE! 

jou DROP! 
Youle NEVER CATEH ME 

UP Your TREE! 



WHERE 
HAS MISTER 

BAGGINS, 

LAZY Log AND CRAZY COB 
ARE WEAVING WEBS TO 

WIND ME, 
TAM FAR MORE SWEET 

COME THAN OTHER MEAT 
DOWN! COME BUT STI aD, 
DOWN! IAM FIND Mé 
GOING TO 
DISAPPEAR, 

TL SHALL PRAW THE 
SPICERS OFF, IF I CAN; AND 

YOU MUST KEEP TOGETHER AND 
MAKE IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. 

TO THe LET THERE, THAT Ig MORE 
THE WAY TOWARDS THE 

F BLACE WHERE We LAST 
SAW THE ELF-FIRES. 

GOON! GOONS 
TWILL DO THE 

STINGING! 

GOLLUMZ 
by wen TM Biesr! 

puTTONS ALL OVER 
THE DOORSTEP! 

GO0P OLP BILBO 
BILBO — BO: 
bo—be 





WHY DID 
You AND Your, 

FOLK TWICE TRY TO 
ATTACK MY PEOPLE 
AT THEIR MERRY- 

MAKING? 

WE DID 
NOT ATTACK 

Wl [ THEM. We CAME 
TO BEG, BECAUSE 

WE Were 
STARVING. 

Ppa 
y 

WHERE ARE 
YOUR FRIENDS: 
NOW, AND WHAT 

ARE THEY 
DOING 2 

J. EXPECT STARVING 
IN THE , 
Forest. 4 

q \ wHar 

t KNOW, BUT T 

were You DOING IN THE 
= FOREST? 

LooKine Fon eoop AND PRINK, 
BECAUSE We wens STARVING. 

euT WHAT 
BROUGHT You 

INTO THE FOREST 

i iar A 
© ners in the King's dungeon poor Thorin 

; lay; and after he had got over his 
Mesh ger thankfulness for bread and meat and 

i or op ey \ water, he began to wonder what had 
ea elimi oe become of his unfortunate friends, Lt 
TO TELL THE TRUTH. we was not very long before he discovered. 
EVEN IF HE WAITS: 



after the battle with the priders, 

here was no thought ofa 
fight. Even if the dwarves 

had not been in such a state 

arrows of the elves 
it a bird's eye in 

his ring and si Wickly to} crasuiswia ce cvertwan 
found or courted the hobbit. 

3 his eyes could not 
see jey) Were going, 
and neither he nor the others 
knew where they had sta From anyway 

‘the gre 
King closed behind them 
with a clang. 

THEM, THEY 
NEED NO ROPES 
IN HERE, THERE 

{S.No 
ESCAPE 

FROM MY MAGIC 
POORS FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE ONCE 

BROUGHT 
INSIPE, 

AFTER ALL THE 
DISTURBANCE YOU HAVE MADE I 

HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT BRINGS 

SEPARATE CELLS, UNTIL YOU HAVE 
LEARNED SENSE AND MANNERS/ 



in that place all alone, 
and always in hiding 
never daring to take 

ig; hardly 
daring to Sleep, even 
tuckéd away in the 
darkest ard remotest 
corners he could Find, 

| For something to do 
took to wandering 
about the Elvenking's 
palace. 

I AM LIKE N/A THIS IS 
A BURGLAR THAT WW THE OREARIEST ventually, after 2 week or two Tirorin ad a long whispered talk 
CAN'T GET AWAY, | AND DULLEST of this sneaking sort of life, with the hobbit, arid so it was 
BUT MUST GO ON PART OF ALL by watching and folléwing the that Bilbo was able to take secretly 
MISERABLY BURGLING THIS WRETCHED, H guards, he managed totind out Thorin's message to each of the 
THE SAME HOUSE TIRESOME, Where each dwarf was kept. other imprisoried dwarves, telling 

UNCOMFORTABLE ll What was his surprise one day them that Thorin their chief was 
to learn that there was LI | aiso in prison close at hand, and 
another dwarf in prison too, that no one was to reveal their 
in aispecially deep dark place. errand to the king, not yet, not 

IN My Hoeerr- before Thorin gave the word. 
HOLE BY MY OWN , , ’ 
WARM FIRESIDE 
WITH THE LAMP 

SHINING. 

‘too, that he 
could get 8 mes- 
age for help set 
‘tothe wizard, but 
that of course was 

Would have to be 
done by Mister ’e quessed at 
Baggins, alone and once, of 
unaided. course, that _ 

that was Thorin; 
and after a 
while he found 
that his guess 
was right. 

Ibo, however, did not feel 
$0 hopeful as they did. ‘or Thorin had taken heart again until in fact the remarkable Bi 

hearing how the hobbit had res~ Mister Invisible Baggins (ot 
‘cued his companions from the spiders, |} | whom he began to have avery | Il He sat and thought and 
and was determined not to ransom high opinion indeed) had thought, until his head 
himself with promises to the king of altogether failed to think of nearly burst, but no bright 
a share in the treasure, urrtil al something clever. idea would come. One invis- 
hope of escaping in ary other way FS ible ring was a very fine 
had disappeared— thing, but it was not much 

P} good among fourteen. 

‘end, and this is how it happen 



ne day, nosing and wandering about, 
Bilbo discovered a very interesting 

thing: the great ates were not the 
only entrance to the caves. 
SAE fi 

stream flowed under 
A part of the lowest 
regions of the palace, and 
Joined the Forest River 
‘some way further to the 
east. Where this under- 
round watercourse came 
rth From the hillside 

thore was 4 water-gate, 
ard from t¢ 2 por sells 
could be dropped right 
fo the bed of the river 

revert anyone com 
inorout that wey. ff 

hen the barrels were empty the elves cast 
hem through the trapdoors, opened the 

water-gate, and out the barrels floated on 
the stream, bobbing along, until they were 
carried by the currert to a place far down 
the river near to the very eastern edge of 
Mirkwood. There they were collect 
tied together and flodted back to 
Lake-tow! 

yor some time Bilbo sat and 

a 
Gsed for the escape of his 
friends, and at last he had the 
desperate beginnings of e plan. 

fuck of an unugual kind was with Bilbo p 
then. Tt must be potent wine to make 

‘a wood-eif drowsy; but this wine, it 
would seem, was the heady vintage of the 
great gardens of Dorwinion, rot meant 

for his soldiers or his 
servants, but for the 
king's feasts only, and for 
smaller bowls, aot for the 

butler's 
great 
lagons. 

ut at one point where the stream 
ssed under the caves the 

root had been cut away and covered 
with great oaken trapdoors. These 
opened upwards into the king's cel- 
lars,where wine, and other goods, 
were brought in barrels from far 
away, from their kinsfolk in the 
South, or from the vineyards of 
Men jn distant lands. 

—a town of Men, built outt on 
> g bridges far into the water 

FEAST TONIGHT AND IT 
WOULD NOT 00 TO SEND 

UP POOR STUFF! 



‘YOU MUST FOLLOW ME! | GEEZ. 
NONE, AND THIS IS OUR LAST 
CHANCE. le THis Js Foun our, |e 

OODNESS KNOWS WHERE THE UPON MY WORD! GANDALF WE SHALL BE BRUISED AND 
KING WICL PLT YOU NEXT. SPOKE TRUE, AS USUAL. A BATTERED TO PIECES, AND DROWNED 
OFT ARGUE THERES PRETTY FINE BURGLAR YOU 00, FOR CERTAIN/ 

RIOR OLD MAKE, IT SEEMS, WHEN THE TIME COMES. WE THOUGHT YOU HAD 
OT SOME SENSIBLE NOTION, 
WHEN YOU MANAGED TO 
GET HOLP OF THE KEYS, 

I AM SURE 
WE ARE ALL FOR 

EYER AT YOUR SERVICE, 
WHATEVER HAPPENS 
AFTER THIS, BUT 

WHAT COMES 

very WELL! 
COME ALONG BACK TO 

YOUR NICE CELLS, ANO I 
WILL LOCK YOU ALL IN AGAIN, 
AND YOU CAN SIT THERE COMFOR- 
TABLY ANC THINK OF A BETTER 
PLAN — BUT I DON'T SUPPOSE 
T SHALL EVER GET HOLD OF 
THE KEYS AGAIN, EVEN IF 

T FEEL INCLINED 
TO TRY. 

THAT WILL SAVE HIM SOME. 
OF THE TROUBLE HE |S IN FOR. 

HE WASN'T A BAP FELLOW AND Quire 
DECENT TO THE PRISONERS, IT WILL 
PUZZLE THEM ALL TOO, THEY WILL 
THINK WE HAP A VERY STRONG 
MAGIC To PASS THROUGH ALL 

THOSE LOCKED DOORS 
‘AND DISAPPEAR, 

We HAVE 
sor To GET 

BUSY VERY QUICK, 
IF THAT 15 TO 

HAPPEN 



Crete, wes [ittle time to lose; Before bug Sra. them were wine-barrels, and these were not tong, as Bilbo knew, some elves were, much use, as they could not easily be opened at _ under orders to come down and help the Jill the end without a deal of noise, nor could they easily 

> 

j butler get the empty barrels through MM) be secured again. But among them were several others 
the doors into the stream. M which had been used for bringing other stuffs, butter, 

7 apples, and allsorts of things, to the king's palace. : z 

re 
——— 

PO a ay ais’ a 

a Bire did his best to find straw 
and other stuff to pack them 

in 2s cosily as could be managed 
ina short time. 

hey goon found 
irteen with 

aff room enough fora 
dwarf in each. 

alin, who came last, made a great | 
fuss about his air-holes ard 

Said he was stifling, even before 
his lid was on. ~>————>—— 

WHERE'S OLD GALION, SMALL we VERY WELL, THE BUTLER? © HAVEN'T I Mt VERY WELL! ON Yous 
BE FULL BUTT NO HIS: 

BEST WINE |S PUSHED INTO 

J ER, WHEN Your 
THE EXPLANATION sranps V Heap BE IT, IF THE KING'S 

AT HAND IN ERTUBS At 
ue! 

a d| 

HaHa! weRe's THe | 
OLD VILLAIN WITH HIS HEAD 

ON A JUG! HE'S BEEN HAVING 
ALITTLE FEAST ALL TO HIM~ 
SELF AND HIS ERIEND 
THE CAPTAIN. 

RolL- Rout - ROLL-FoLt, 
ROLL-BouL- 
ne i GET oF ROLLING DOWN THE HOLE! y HEAVE Ho! SPLASH PLAAP/ 

) « DOWN THEY Go, 
9 y DOWN THEY BUKP/ 

eh latin Bor's 
: ra 4 SS as X [ I Say? 



rE Was justat this moment that Bilbo 
suddenly discovered the weak point 

Tn his plan: Most likely you saw it some 
time ago and have beét laughing at 
him; but I don't suppose you would have 
done half as well yourselves in his place. 
Of course he was not ina barrel hitn— 
self, nor was there anyone to pack him 
in, even if there had been a chance/ 

ie heard the creak of the water-gate being 
hauled up, and he found that he was in the 

inidst of a bobbing and bumping mass of casks 
and tubs all pressing togettier to pase under 
‘the arch and get out into the open stream. - a 

luckily he was very 
light, and the bar- 

vel was 2 good big 
‘one and being rather 
leaky had row ship- 
ped a small amount 
of water. All the 

wi 
steady against another. Up he 
crawled like a drowned rat, 
lay on the top spread out to 
pee balance as best he 
could. 

‘thinking of rolling 
onthe grass. 

— 
‘he breeze was cold 
better than the water, 

and he hoped he would not 
‘suddenly roll off again When 
they started off once more. 

Baggins came toa place 
Where the trees oneither 

ind grew thinner. The. 
irk river opened suddenly 

was 

look-out on the banks. 
n this way at last Mister |i @ Here were people on the 

Th 
when th 

‘them they? 
ether and 
ie morning 

had counted 
Joi roped them 

the Forest River flow \ (A left them till t 
‘down in haste from the 

jt doors. 



oor dwarves! Bilbo was not so badly off 
viow. He slipped from his barrel and waded 

‘ashore. He no longer thought twice about 
picking up a supper uninvited if he got the 
chance, he had been obliged to do it for so 
long, and he knew only too well what it was 
to be really hungry. 

here is no need to tell 
you much of his adven- 

ney and comi 
rid 2 

So we must hurry on. 

course helped by his magic 
ring he got on very well at 

first, but he was given away in 
the end by his wet footsteps 
and the trail of drippings that 
he left wherever he went or sat; 
and also he began to sniveland 
he was found out by the terrific 
explosions of his suppressed 

($0 he had caught a glim 
Dxeors Fire tive Ba trees 
‘and that appealed to him with 
his dripoing and ragged 
clothes clinging to Fim 
Cold and clammy. 

e awoke agai with a specially 
loud sn 

in 
. Tt was already 

and there was a 
down by the river. 

OF THESE ARE NEVER EMPTY. 
IF THEY HAD COME ASHORE 
IN THE DAYLIGHT, WE MIGHT 

HAVE HAD A LOOK 
INSIDE. 

nid off they went at last, slowly at first, and then 
quicker and quicker as they 
caught the main stream arid 

away down, went sailir 
wr is the Lake. 

=} through the wood, but whethe 

ery goon there was a fine com 
motion, but Bilbo into 

the woods. The rest of the night 
he had to pass wet as he was and 
far from a fire, and he actually 
dozed a little on some dry leaves, 
even though the year was getting 
fate and the air was ctilig: 

= a>} 

were makin 
fe to steer: lown 

int to = 
as 

s would take him and 
just in time to geton 

mass of casks without 

ey had escaped the dun- ‘sbont of the'king and were 
er 

alive or dead still remains to 
be seen. 



‘ar away, its dark head ina torn _ 
cloud, there loomed the Mountsins 

Its nearest neighbors to the North— 
East and the tumbled land that joined 
it to them could not be seen. All alone 
it rose and looked across the marshes 
to the forest. 

fF fell awa 
Sank, The trees 

e hen Bilbo saw 
2 sight: 

ended, 



Deer as had been Bilbo's 
imprisonment and unplea-| 

gee 45 Was his position (to 
nothing of the poor dwarves 

nine barrels underneath him 
Dt he had been more lucky 
than he had guessed. 

hose lands had changed 
much since the di When 

dwarves dwelt in the Moun- |. 
tain. Great floods and rains 

had spread 

he hee which the dwarves 
had followed now Ciscoe 

doubtful and li: os used end a’ 
the eastern e of the foreet 
onl the river offered any longer' 

safe way from, tne skirts 
‘Mirkwood tn 

4 mountain-shadowed plains Hee 

0 ine kaon We was that the river 
feg0) on and on and 

ciicries ae and he was hungry, 
3 nasty cold in Eee, 

him and threaten him as it drew 
ever nearer. 

jou See Bilbo ped fe Ss 
come i the end bi 

The only road that wi 
good. But Bilbo 

| wider on either 
r aid ot know it. 

Nea witie, rowayer, Fhe river 
took a more southerly course. 

x the Mountain receded ia g 

he sun had set when turnis 
with eae 22 Sweep towar< 

the East the forest-river 
rushed into the Long Lake. 

Net; far from the mouth of the Patio! 
River was the strange town Cx Long Lake! Bilbo had never 

imagined that any water that 
was not the sea cou! 
big. Te was so wide th 
site shore looked 

ther iy Gnd, which poles Fourie jerly end, which pointed towar 
¢ Mountain, Sere be seen at ail, 

heard the elves 5 ik OF in he a 's 
cellers. It was n 

rich and pros- 

tae ind weal a 
powerfull- si cir daily business. 



OTHERS OLIT WHILE THERE 
ISA CHANCE! 



WELL? HERE WE. ARE! WHO ARE 
You ANG WHAT 
DO YOU WANT 

WHEN WE ARE FED AND 
RECOVERED. 

WHAT NEXT? LAKE “TOWN, 
WHAT ELSE IS: 

THERE? 

THORIN SON 
OF THRAIN SON OF 

here was tremen- 
dous excitement. 

Some of the more 
foolish ran out of 
the hi if t 
tain to go 
in the nig 

THE SONS 
OF MY FATHER'S 

DAUGHTER, FIL! AND 
KILI OF THE RACE OF 
CURIN, AND MISTER 
BAGGINS WHO HAS TRA- 
VELLEP WITH US OUT 

OF THE WEST. 

nd it was THEN ALL THE MORE 

eared Rin We Arce WORN AND PAM 
their knives 5 . sige APTER OUR LONG ROAD 

AND i 
from them by FIGHT AGAINST COMRADES. 
the Wood-elves, 50 MANY, U 
and the great 
sword OFckist 
00. 



ere RAI 
MEN OF THE 

KING - 



Bie KINGEENEATH THE MOUNE 
THE KiNG\OF) GARVEN 1STor 

ME LOROVOE SULVER: EOUNTAINS | 
SHROLVCONE inc oie oun * 

‘ 
Ie STREANSESHABL RUNTINECPADN ESS 

THENCAKERSHAY SHINE DN Ole pn 
ANG SORROWMEAAAND USA DN ES 

At THG a a REZIRN, 

At the end of a fortnight 
Thorin began to think 

8° ‘one day, although autumn 
was now getting Tar on, 

ie and winds were 

fe ; 
cilors and said that soon 
he and his company must - x 
go on towards the Mountain. | b paths 

; f appoint 

hen for the first 
‘time the Master 

THRAIN'S 
SON THROR'S SON? 
You MUST CLAIM 

YOUR OWN. 

WHAT HELP 
WE CAN OFFER SHALL 

BE YOURS, AND WE TRUST 
TO Your GRATITUDE WHEN 

YOUR KINGDOM IS 
REGAINED. 



In two days going they rowed right up the Lor 
5 | pod pa aasedouttinte the ‘Seer Banding. “at Re ond 
of the third day, some miles up the river, they drew 
fh t0 the lett oF western bank and disemba 

but none of the men of the town would sta ioe 4 
them even for the pigtr 

ne next day they set out near the shadow of tI intain.' 
zoain. Tt was a‘weary 

and 8 quiet and Steal- 

horrible mei S ay % 
\ K 
7 he selects about them grew pleakend 
p D"fncugh once, as thorn told them, Fe ae had | 

been gréen and fair. They were Gomme to 4 
Desolation of the Dragon, and they wer ie come 
at the waning of the year. 

reached the ile) of the Mou 
oly es meeting ar any fanger 
Dragon other than the 

wild iad made about his lair. The 
tage their rot camp on the wearer side 
of the great southern spur, which ended in 
2 shen called Ravenhill. Ont this there 

en an old watchpost; dar. 
it yet, it was too aipceet 

fore setting out tosearch c NY i jloomy thou. 
Bete westertepure of ef te , P Pesce rete 
Pil ve Het the hidden DARK BIR ing crows: Deve 

heir hopes | Hey Loox LIKE Spies 
ition to th pees Y June they had been: expedition n 

id to athe South where the | Inthe fait house of Elrond, 
and th 

THERE LIES ALL THAT winter, thet pleasent. 
16 LEFT OF DALE. THE MOUN. . time now seemed years 

TAIN'S SIDES WERE GREEN WITH were at the end 

Ventre ase Cale oi “, from THE DAYS WHEN THE BELLS = Ae TT bd fee a the end of their quest. 

lin had been THE DRAGON 
‘Bi one of Thorin's 1s BTL ALIVE wo N 

Say eearsaon cane | | hesitant se 
DS Seo oe: "Se I IMAGINE SO 

FROM THE SMOKE. 



inge to say Mis- 
ter Baggins Wore 

than the others. He would 
en borrow. Thorin’s map’ 

and gaze at it, pondering 
over the runes and the 
message of the moon— 
letters Elrond had read. 

(‘twas he that 
the dwarves begin 

‘the dangerous search 
on the western slopes 
for the secret door, 

2 Cl he 
valley's head” Y 
and were gazing) down on to | 
their own camp below. 

it looked like Ghat they had 
@ dark crack found the: 
and no more. at last. 

it at last unex; 
Ere Found 

and brought them 
toa still narrower |. 

side. Tf 5 true, somew! \ 
high above ‘f at the valley's 
head must stand the secret door, 

‘hey beat on it, 
th rust and 

rose up thet was 

apright as mosoris| [ll theu spoke | upri 6 
work, but without] [ay of Broken Spells of 

r crevice opening, and nothi obe ces No ||} stirred. fe 
sign was there 

of the cliff, nor 
from further off 
because it was 

doubt 

door 



here was exciteme 
in the camp that nig 

Bofi 

made thei 
camp, hauling up what 
thee needed from below 
With their ropes. 

as 
‘to lower one of the more 
active dwarves, such 35 
Kili, te exchange such 
news as there was,or 
to take a re in the 

own the same way the: Dearne eed 

9! i" id the opening + rstep’ in fun, remem-| 
foe te eilbo's horas long age at the unex 
pectéd party in his hobbit-hole. 

fur and 5 asked him what jered: "You 

“TOMORROW 
BEGINS THE 
LAST WEEK OF /Z 
AUTUMN, 

Gave 
AND NEXT YEAR 

G00P GRACIOUS! 
‘S50 THAT 16 WHAT THEY ARE 

BEGINNING TO THINK, 15 ITZ IT 
1 THAT HAS TO 



$5 they Could elong tha tase cot a #5 him wondering what on 
earth was the matter, 

red 
alinoSt without moving 

a hts “ae 
\@ Bill 

: a ei Ossie when their ho 
he sun escaped like a fir 

through a rent inthe cloud. A gleam of 
came si alate through the ‘operiing into 
bay ai on the smooth rock fate 



NOW 1S THE S 
TIME FOR OUR ESTEEMED 

MISTER BAGGINS, WHO HAS 
PROVED HIMSELF A GOOD COM- 
PANION ON OUR LONG ROAD, AND 

| AHOBBIT FULL OF COURAGE AND 
RESOURCE FAR EXCEEDING HIS 

FOR WHICH HE WAS INCLUDED 
IN OUR COMPANY; NOW IS 
THE TIME FOR HiM TO 

EARN HIS REWARD. 
7 te 

BUT ‘THIRD 
TIME PAYS FOR ALL’AS 

MY FATHER USED TO SAY, 
AND SOMEHOW I DON'T THINK 

T SHALL REFUSE. PERHAPS T HAVE 
4 

MESSES ALREADY, S50 
THAT I AM, I THINK, 
ALREADY OWED 
‘SOME REWARD. 

ie hes ee ne oro 

ote ea 
| THE wAy Too, READY TO CALL 

SSARY. FOR HELP IF NECE! 



YOU WENT AND 

L WAS MY OWN. 
RONT-HALL AT HOMES 





; tL 0 a M 



MY COUSINS 

‘OUR STORES LOST, WE 
CAN D0 NOTHING! 

|. HERE WE ARE 
AND HERE We SHALL 
HAVE TO STAY, UNLESS 

ANY ONE FANCIES TRAM- 
PING THE LONG OPEN MILES 

‘SMAUG ON THE 
WATCH / 



hen morning came the terror 
of the dwarves grew less 

and they debated long on 
what was to be done. 

I HAVE NO. 
IDEA AT THE MOMENT 
— \F YOU MEAN ABOUT 
KEMOVING THE TREASURE, 
‘THAT OBVIOUSLY DEPENDS 

ME NEW WHAT 90° ENTIRELY ON SO) 
YOU PROPOSE Pape S {\ “TURN OF LUCK AND THE 
WE SHOULD DO, GETTING RID OF 

MISTER SMAUG. 
BAGG! 2 

Deskurs: the ‘e had forgotten 
dwarves or had riever 

heard about dragons! 
sense of smell, “It 
is also an awkward 

f fact that they keep 
respect little half an eye open 
Bilbo, Now he watching while they 
had become sleep, if they are 
the real leader SUSPICIOUS. 
in their sdven- 

HAS 
WEAK SPOT; AS MY 
FATHER LISED TO SAy, 
THOUGH T AM SURE 
IT WAS NOT FROM 

RSONAL 
EXPERIENCE. 

WELL, THIEF! 
T SMELL YOU AND I FEEL 
YOUR AIR. I HEAR YOUR 
BREATH. COME ALONG! HELP 
YOURSELF AGAIN, THERE IS 
\ PLENTY AND TO SPARE! y 



VERY WELL, 0 BARREL~ < 
RIDER! MAYBE BARREL WAS 

YOUR PONY'S NAME; AND MAYBE 
NOT, I WILL GIVE YOU ONE 
PIECE OF ADVICE FOR YOUR G000: 
DON'T HAVE MORE TO 00 WITH 
DWARVES THAN YOU CAN HELP/ 

IT HAS OCCURRED TO 
YOU THAT EVEN IF YOU 

Ny | COULD STEAL THE GOLP 

1 KNOW THE SMELL 
(AND TASTE) OF DWARF —NO 
ONE BETTER. DON'T TELL ME 
THAT T CAN EAT A DWARF- 
RIDDEN PONY AND NOT KNOW 
1! 1 SUPPOSE YOU GOT A 

FAIR PRICE FOR THAT 
CUP LAST NIGHT? 

1 DONT KNOW IF 

BIT BY BIT— 

‘A MATTER \ 
(OF A HUNDRED & | 
YEARS 08 $0 —YOU } 
COULD NOT GET IT 

VERY FAR? 

YOU HAVE 
NICE MANNERS FOR 
A THIEF AND A 

LIAR. 

YOU SEEM FAMILIAR 
WITH MY NAME, BUT L 

DON'T SEEM TO REMEMBER 
SMELLING YOU BEFORE. WHO ARE 

YOU ANP WHERE DO YOU COME 
FROM, MAY I ASK? 

jotmay INDEED! 

HLS AND 
OVER THE HILLS MY. Pate ‘Keo. 
AND THROUGH THE Ale 

AtKs UNSEEA, LAM 
MEINGWINNER AND LLICKWEARER 

AND BARREL- RIDER/ 

REVENGE! REVENGE! 
THE KING UNDER THE MOUN- 
TAIN 1S DEAD AND WHERE ARE 
HIS KIN THAT DARE SEEK 
REVENGE? I LAID LOW THE 
WARRIORS OF OLD AND THEIR 

LIKE 18 NOT IN THE 

WORLD TODAY. 

I TELL You THAT. 
GOLD WAS ONLY AN 
APTERTHOUGHT WITH 
US. WE CAME OVER HILL 
AND UNDER HILL, BY 
WAVE ANC WIN, FOR 

REVENGE! 

MY ARMOUR 
IS LIKE TENFOLD SHIELDS, 

MY TEETH ARE SWORDS, MY 
CLAWS SPEARS, THE SHOCK OF 
MY TAIL A THUNDERBOLT, MY 
WINGS A HURRICANE, AND 

, MY BREATH DEATH! 



YOUR INFOR- 
MATION IS ANTI- 
Qua 

WITH IRON SCALES 
AND HARD GEMS. 
NO BLADE CAN 

PIERCE 4 

DAZZLINGLY 
MARVELLOUS! 
PERFECT! 
FLAWLESS! 

STAGGERING! & 
HAS THOUGHT OF 5; ut _what Bilbo +! THAT. Told Foo! 

NEVER LAUGH 
AT LIVE DRAGONS, 

WELL, HELL HAVE 
NEWS TO TAKE TO LAKE- 

TOWN ALL RIGHT, IF THAT IS 
WHAT HE Is AFTER, THOUGH 
T PON'T SUPPOSE THi 

MUCi 
NEEPEP REST. PONI 
SOME CATCHING. AND 

‘$0 DO BLURGLARS/ 

LEAVE HiM ALONE! 
THE THRUSHES ARE GOOD 

AND FRIENDLY. THE ANCIENT 
BREED THAT USED TO Live 

UT HERE wi 

ING THEIR LANGUAGE, 
USED THEM FOR 
MESSENGERS. 



AM SURE WE 

THE ARKENSTONE! 
THE ARKENSTONE/ IT 

UNoee THe Stans LiKe 
RAIN PON THE 

MOON! 

BER WHO IS THE 
REAL KING 
UNDER THE 
MOUNTAIN ! 

7 _ BARREL 
RIDER! I DON'T 

KNOW YOUR SMELL, BUT 
IF YOU ARE NOT ONE OF 
THOSE MEN OF THE 

LAKE, YOU HAP 
THEIR HELP. 



LET US TRY THE Door! 
I MUST FEEL THE WIND ON 
MY FACE SOON OR DIE, 

COME, COME! 
!WHILY 

NOW I WONDER 
WHAT ON EARTH SMAUG 

1S PLAYING AT. 
PERHAPS We 

CAN MAKE A LITTLE 
LIGHT, AND HAVE A Look 
ROUND BEFORE THE 

LUCK TURNS. 

NOW I AM 
A BURGLAR INDEED! 

THE REST! 



THORIN 
WHAT NEXT? WE 

ARE ARMED, BUT WHAT 
GOOD HAS ANY ARMOUR 

EVER BEEN BEFORE AGAINST 
SMAUG THE DREADFUL? THIS 
TREASURE IS NOT YET WON 
BACK. WE ARE NOT LOOK- 
ING FOR GOLD YET, BUT 
FOR A WAY OF 
ESCAPE; ‘AND 
We HAVE 
TEMPTED 

QUITE RIGHT! 
AND I THINK IT KNOW 
WHICH WAY WE SHOULD 

G07 WE OUGHT To MAKE FOR 
THE OLD LOOK-OUT POST AT 
THE SOUTH-WEST CORNER 

‘OF THE MOUNTAIN, 

ABOUT FIVE HOURS 
MARCH, I SHOULD THINK. 
THERE 1S (OR WAS) A 
PATH THAT LEFT THE 
ROAD AND CLIMBED UPTO 
THE POST ON RAVENHILL, 
A HARP CLIMB, TOO, EVER 
IF THE OLD STEPS ARE 

‘STILL THERE. 

YOu SPEAK 
THE TRUTH! LET 

US GO! I WILL GUIDE 
YOU. NOT IN A THOU 
‘SAND YEARS SHOULD 
T FORGET THE WAYS 

OF THE PALACE. 

MORE WALKING 
AND MORE CLIMBING 
WITHOUT BREAKFAST! 
I WONGER HOW MANY 
BREAKFASTS AND 
OTHER MEALS 

> We HAVE 
MISSED 

INSIDE THAT 
NASTY. 

CLOCKLESS, 
TIMELESS 
HOLE = 

MISTER 
BAGGINS! HERE 
1S THE FIRST 

PAYMENT OF YOUR 
REWAR 
OFF YouR OLD 
COwT AND PUT 

‘ON THIS! 

I FEEL 
MAGNIFICENT, 
BUT I EXPECT T 
LOOK RATHER ABSURD, 
HOW THEY WOULD 
LAUGH ON THE WILL 
AT HOME/ STILL I 
WISH THERE WAS 
A LOOKING-GLASS 

HANDY! 

0! CAST 

|—and behold/ Before them stood 
the bright light of day! 

6 a matter of f1 
between had 

without food ) 
magic door, but 

‘Since the io 
ic dos Bilbo had quite lost count, 

and it might have been 
of nights for all he cou! 

WELL/ I NEVER ExPEcreD 
TO BE LOOKING Ou/T OF THIS 

Door, AND T NEVER EXPECTED 
TO BE SO PLEASED 70 SEE THE 
SUN AGAIN, AND TO FEEL THE 
WIND ON MY FACE, BUT—OW/ 
THIS WIND IS COLD! AND T 
DON'T FEEL THAT SMAUG'S 
FRONT DOORSTEP IS THE 

SAFEST PLACE— 

DO LET'S GO 
SOMEWHERE 
WHERE We CAN 
SIT QUIET FOR 

ABIT! 

‘act two niguteland the dey 
jot altogether ne bi 

ee the iragon smashed the, 

night ora week alisee es 
COME, COME! THAT WON'T BE TILL 
DON'T CALL MY SMAUG'S DEAD. IN THE 
PLACE A NASTY. 
HOLE! You warr 
TILL JT HAS BEEN 
CLEANED ANC: 
REPECORATED/ £ 

MEANWHILE WHERE IS 
HE? I WOULD GIVE A 
GOOD BREAKFAST 

‘TO KNOW, 
T HOPE 

HE 16 NOT LP ON 
THE MOUNTAIN 

LOOKING 



entertaining, e 
‘teresting except as a chewi 
Geer It'was made by the Lal 
for long journeys.) 

ow i wish, like 

he door and 
AAU 2 rage, two 

ate 
ngon e top 
ridge and caw. Wie wrt 
going downwards to the West. 

HERE IN THE OLD DAYS was sasthering of 
WE USED ALWAYS TO KEEP. None mai WATCHMEN, THE GUARDS Were Yet, Help Bins hehe 

b i ut they were no nearer 
LONGER WARNINGS OF THE COMING 
OF THE DRAGON, THINGS M 
HAVE BEEN Siereeenr, Sri Hee 

SEE MUCH WITHOUT 
BEING SEEN. 

Look! THE 
LIGHTS AGAIN? LAST 

NIGHT THE WATCHMEN SAW 

NG 
CHEERFUL! 

MOUNTAIN! 

rumpets were sudden 
echoed 2) “the roc ke 
Fea in thes WH wae 

jor Was 
Su and der dart was ready, 

red cvenyarrs fo ‘thie fang we ce 
Etter down and dest: 

‘o 12 Ps piss 

did re ‘fa 

unprepared. 



oaring he swept 
over’ the town. 

A hail of dark arrows 
leaped up and snapped 
and rattled on his A the twanging of the 

bows and thé shrilling 
xf the trumpetsthe  ~ 
ragon's wrath blazed 

to its height, till he was 
blind and mad with it. 

P hissing 
into tHe lake. = 

mid shrieks and 
wailing and the 

Shouts of men Si 
came over them, 
swept towards the 

been for the grim-voiced man (Bard 
was his namé), who ran to and fro 
cheering on the archers and urging 

ster to order them to fight 

62 
lready men were jumping into 
the water on every side. 

‘en Were being 
° boats in the 

pool. The Master himsel 
to his great glide 

boat, hoping to row away in the 
confusion dnd save himsel. 

ire leaped from the 
dragon's jaws. Cown 

ae puoopes Se aiaie 
+01 arrow-storm, |Iy 

reckless in his rage, taking| | pedir eat pater 
night, Another swoop and 

hurt him more than afly 
\from the marshes. 



he black 



own the wind came the voices of the people 
of Esgaroth lamenting their lost town 

i 2nd ruined houses, and their 
irs ‘complaints snger were agains 

Sn SEEE ie talent tre eho w 
willing to defend it. 

BARD IS NOT 
LOST! HE DIVED FROM 

HOPE To REBuI 
OUR TOWN. 

YOUR WORDS AND GO NORTH 
WITH ANY THAT WILL 

FOLLOW Mi 

PRAGON- 
FIRE AND RUIN! 

FROM WHOM SHOULD 
WE CLAIM THE RECOM- |g 

Bele rebuilt 
and Filled with 

12 could burt 
golden bells, if 

Find the men. 



ut help cama, swiftly; for Bard 
at oie had epee 

in the days that followed 
Miuich sickness 

onc great hunger. 

eanwhile Bard took the 

[Sard strode off tohelp in the orderir T the care ef EY of the camps and in the cai 
‘the sick and the wounded. And every- 
where he went he found talk running 
like fire Sepik the people concerning 
the vast treasure that was now un- 
warded; and it cheered them greatly 

3m thelr plight 
‘hat was weil, for the night was bit- 
i and ee nate Joe Shelters could be’ 

contrived for few 

he Biyenki ing had received news from his own messengers 
é he Bi Birds that loved hie folk, and alread "i and from 

knew much ned, Vel eat 
Tile’ commotion’ caters all Eine ata aii hak tea cede on Zhe borders of the Desolation of the Drsson. 

iB 
nt up the river: 

7 /Smau ig.deadi” Even 
h, the nei west 

Misty Mor muntains; er coor 
goblins were at council 

' eee _ 

the ki ber hen received the Bipralers ot Sard halt pteas og 
turnin hie are inten V4 it 

his host, but great store Sent ohead ba watcr. 

re A 
in. It was thus thet in 

dlevena ae from the ruin of 
she hei ee en 



SOMETHING STRANGE 
1S HAPPENING. THE TIME 

HAS GONE FOR THE AUTUMN 
WANDERINGS; AND THESE ARE 
BIRDS THAT OWELL ALWAYS IN 
THE LAND] THERE ARE STARLING 
AND FLOCKS OF FINCHES: AND 
FAR OFF THERE ARE MANY 
CARRION BIRDS AS IF A 
BATTLE WERE AFOOT/ 

THERE IS THAT OLD 
THRUSH AGAIN! HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE ESCAPED, WHEN 

SMASHED THE 
‘MOUNTAIN SIDE! 

I 
BELIEVE 

HE IS TRYING 
‘TO TELLUS 
SOMETHING. 
I ONLY WISH 
HE WAS A 

NOT UNDERSTAND 
HIM, BUT THAT OLD 
BIRO UNDERSTANDS 
Us, I AM SURE. KEEP 
WATCH NOW, AND 

SEE WHAT, 
HAPPENS! 

YES, DEav. 
THE THRUSH, MAY HIS. 

= 
THOUGHT 

‘YOU DID NoT, 
Like THEM! 

YOU SEEMED 
VERY SHY OF 
THEM WHEN 
WE CAME 
THIS WAY 
BEFORE! 

THOSE WERE 
CROWS! ANC NASTY. 

SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING CREA- 
TURES AT THAT, AND RUDE 
AS WELL. BUT THE RAVENS 
ARE DIFFERENT. THERE USED 
TO BE GREAT FRIENDSHIP BE- 
TWEEN THEM AND THE PEOPLE 
OF THROR, AND THEY OFTEN 

BROUGHT US SECRET 
NEWS. 

THIS VE 
HEIGHT WAS ONCE NAMED 

RAVENHILL, BECAUSE THERE 
WAS A WISE AND FAMOUS PAIR, 
‘OLP CARC AND HIS WIFE, BUT 
T DON'T SUPPOSE THAT ANY 
OF THAT ANCIENT BREED 

Ss fol ter hy uttering of win mn 
back came t thrush; and 
with him came a most 
decrepit old 6 rd. 

0 THORIN 
SON OF THRAIN, 

AND BALIN SON OF FLINDIN, 
IAM ROAC SON OF CARC. 
CARC IS DEAD BLT HE WAS 
WELL KNOWN TO You ONCE. 
NOW TAM THE CHIGE OF 
‘THE GREAT RAVENS OF 

“THE MOLINTAIN, 

BEHOLD! THE 
BIRDS ARE GATHER 

ING BACK AGAIN TO THE 
MOUNTAIN AND To DALE 
FROM SOUTH AND EAST 
AND WEST, FOR WORD 
HAS GONE’ OUT THAT 
SMAUG IS DEAD! 

THIRTEEN 15 FEATHERS NEVER FALL, SAW 
HIM DIE, AND WE MAY TRUST 
1d le tate misaberveate TO YOUR HALLS i 2 os YOU WILL LISTEN TO MY COUNSEL, 
THe reeneuee en YOU WILL NOT TRUST THE MASTER 

z OF THE LAKE-MEN, BUT RATHER 
HIM THAT SHOT THE DRAGON 

WITH HIS BOW, 

BUT MANY WE WOULD ‘ 
ARE GATHERING z SEE PEACE 
HERE BESIDE THE ONCE MORE 

BIRDS. ALREADY A AMONG DWARVES: 
HOST OF THE Elves $M ‘AND MEN AND: 
15 ON THE WAY, AND ELVES AFTER 
CARRION BIRDS ARE THE LONG 
WITH THEM HOPING g DESOLATION; 
FOR BATTLE AND BUT IT May. 
SLAUGHTER. ¥ COST You DEAR 

IN GOLD, I 
BY THE f HAVE SPOKEN, 

LAKE MEN MURMUR 
THAT THEIR SORROWS 
ARG DUE TO THE 
DWARVES; FOR THEY 
ARE HOMELESS AND 
MANY HAVE DIED, AND 
SMAUG HAS DESTROYED: 

? AY THEI TOWN. THEY 
BEEN IN NEED- TOO THINK TO FIND. 
LESS FEAR-AND AMENDS FROM YOUR 
THE TREASURE TREASURE, WHETHER 

1S OURS! YOu ARE ALIVE 
OR DEAD. 

A SMALL REMNANT OF 
THE GREAT FOLK OF DURIN 

THAT ONCE OWELT HERE. IF 



OUR THANKS, 
ROKC CARC'S SON, 

YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE 

AND OWELLS NEAR- 
EST TO THIS 
PLACE. BID 
HIM HASTEN! 

worked the 
he 

TWILL NOT 
SAY IF THIS COUNSEL 

BE GOOD OR BAD, BUTT 
WILL DO WHAT CAN 

BE DONE. 

BACK. 
Now To THE 
MOUNTAIN? 
WE HAV! 
LITTLE TIME 
“To LOSE/ 

Ss you har 
alread 

dwarves stil 
them. So now they 

heard some of th 
i wibleee yee the 

some days 
began £0 

events 

before 
labour 

hard in fortitying the main entrance, 
be nid Tools were to 4 

at such work the dwarves were 
skilled, 

hi higher forth jopes were higher; for 
had food for Some weeks with 
care— chiefly cram, 

4 were Very 
ram is mich 

laid dry, but v 
high across the opening. 

found in plentu 

THEY HAVE 
COME! AND THEIR 

CAMP 15 VERY GREAT. 
THEY MUST HAVE COME: 

ea night the 
Lf iste lee 



ing Was still pale when: who ans vou Rae 
saws compsny sppro: ig. Before tong they could see shat both | ,THAT, COME ARMED | 

men of the lake armed as if for war } Sayed oe tyoin 
and elvish bowmen were among them. | SON OF THRAIN, KING 

UNDER THE MOUN~ 
‘TAIN, AND WHAT 
90 YOU DESIRE? 

HAIL, THORIN/ 
WE REJOICE THAT REOVER 

YOU ARE ALIVE BEYOND I AM BY RIGHT DESCENT 
OUR HOPE. I AM BARD, THE HEIR OF GIRION OF DALE, 
oo pe RANE MAS AND IN A? HOARD 1S MINGLED 

ANO YOUR TREASURE brags frag ncn OFS 
DELIVERED, SMAUG STOLE. Is NOT THAT 

A MATTER OF WHICH WE 
MAY Si 

wi 
PEAKS 

ow these were fai 
words and true, if 

WE WILL FAIRLY Pay— 
IN CUE TIME, 

ONLY, THOUGH POUBTLESS BUT NOTHING 
UNPESIGNED. WILL WE GIVE, NOT EVEN A 

2 LOAF'S WORTH, UNDER THREAT OF 
ORCE. NOK WILL T PARLEY 

PEOPLE OF 

BUT FRIENDSHIP 
ON Hii 



re many hours 
were past, the 

bas ‘bearers 
returned, and 
trumpeters stood 
forth and blew 
a blast: 2 

BUT IF THORIN 
WOULD HAVE THE FRIEND- 

SHIP AND HONOUR OF THE LANDS 
ABOUT, AS HIS SIRES HAD OF 
OLD, THI 
SOMEw! 
‘THE COMFORT OF THE MEN. 

OF THE LAKE, 

JN THE NAME 
F ESGAI ai 

CONT} 
AID OF ESGAROTH, 

SINCE SUCH 1S 
YOUR ANSWER, I 

DECLARE THE MOUNTAIN 

GOLD. YOU MAY EAT, 
‘THAT, IF YOU WILL! 

hen ae ravens Brow nb news that Pais and 
more an five indre iwarves: re now} within about two days march of Dale: { 

THOUGH THEY ARE A GRIM FOLK, THEY 
ARE NOT LIKELY TO OVERCOME THE 

THE FRIENDSHIP AND Goot 
WILL OF THE LANDS 
ABOUT YOU? THE TREA- 
SURE IS LIKELY To BE 
YOUR DEATH, THOUGH 

THE DRAGON 1S 

WINTER AND 
SNOW WILL BITE 

BOTH MEN AND ELVES, 
WITH MY FRIENDS BEHIND 

INTE PON 



ris 
MIGHTY COLO! 

I WISH WE COULD 
HAVE A FIRE UP j 
HERE AS THEY 
HAVE IN THE 

CAMP! 

IT 15 WARM You ARE 
ENOUGH INSIDE. IT A GOOD FELLOW, 

I$ LONG SINCE I WATCHED. MISTER BAGGINS AND 
AND I WILL TAKE YOUR TWILL TAKE YOUR 
TURN FOR YOU, IF YOU OFFER KINDLY. IF 
LIKE. THERE IS NO THERE SHOULD BE 

‘SLEEP IN ME ANYTHING TO NOTE, 
“TONIGHT. ROUSE ME FIRST, 

‘MIND YOU/ 

OFF You Go/ | 
I WILL WAKE You 

AT MIDNIGHT, AND YOU 
CAN WAKE THE NEXT 

WATCHMAN, 

LAM MISTER 

5 Soon as 
KK Bombur had 
Gone, Bilbo put 
‘on his ring, SI 
pe: ‘Over 
‘the wall, and 
was gene, He 
had Bbout five 
hours before him, 

sleep and it sleep and al 
the others 
were busy 
with Thorin. 

twas very dark, At last 
Stst cal to the bend 
where he had to cross the 
water, if he was to make 
for the camp, a5 he wished. 
He was nearly across when 
he Inigsed his footing ona 
round stone and feil"into 
the cold water. 

‘THAT WAS: 
NO FISH?! 

THERE ISA 
SPY ABOUT. 
HIDE YOUR 
LIGHTS! 

THEY WILL 
HELP HIM MORE 

THAN US, (FIT IS 
THAT QUEER LITTLE 
CREATURE THAT IS 
SAID TO BE THEIR 

‘SERVANT. 

BILBO BAGGINS, COMPANION 
OF THORIN IF YOU WANT TO 

KNOW. I KNOW YOUR KING WELL 
BY SIGHT, THOLIGH PERHAPS HE 
DOESN'T KNOW ME TO LOOK AT 
ME. BUT BARD WILL REMEMBER 

}) ME. AND IT IS BARD 
T PARTICULARLY 

| WANT TO SEE. 

IF You WISH 
|Y EVER TO GET BACK TO youR 

OWN WOODS FROM THIS COLD 
CHEERLESS PLACE YOU WiLL LET ME 
SPEAK TO YOUR CHIEFS AS QUICK 
AS MAY BE. T HAVE ONLY AN 

HOUR OR TWO TO SPARE. 

SERVANT 
INCEED! 

LeT's HAVE 
A LIGHT! 



REALLY 
YOU KNOW THINGS 
ARE IMPOSSIBLE. 
PERSONALLY T AM 
TIRED OF THE 

HAVE AN INTEREST 
IN THIS MATTER — ONE 
FOURTEENTH SHARE TO 
BE PRECISE, ACCORDING 
TO A LETTER, WHICH 

FORTUNATELY T 
HAVE KEPT. 

POF THE PROFITS, ¥ - Y_ MIND You. PERSONALLY you SOnFY Sciow Bhi RP eaten ; pice eet ae CAREFULLY, AND DEDUCT WHAT Sout Ae is CNet ak ASGURE 'S RIGHT FROM THE TOTAL ’ "Sit bak Gea b toe! Sd BEKORE PUTTING IN MY } ‘ POND STARVE, 55 LONG, ‘OWN CLAIM, 
AS You SIT HERE. 

WHY AT THE SAME Do You TELL 
TIME WINTER 15 COMING US THIS ARE You 

ON FAST, ALSO THERE WILL \fl BETRAVING YOUR 
BE OTHER DIFFICULTIES, DAIN FRIENDS, OR ARE Me OF THE IRON HILLS, T MAY YOU THREATENING Hf Aen n) TOE Oe TELL YOU, 1S NOW LESS THAN us? RAIN, THS HEART 
TWO DAYS'MARCH OFF, AND SETHE ‘MOUNTAIN, HAS AT LEAST FIVE HUNDRED AND ET IS Also THE GRIM DWARVES WITH HIM. MY DEAR, es ee WHEN THEY ARRIVE THERE BARD! DON'T WE VALUES IT ABOVE MAY BE SERIOUS BE SO HASTY, WER OF SOLD. TROUBLE, I AM MERELY Foe PT TO vou 

pea |= Nk 4 
CONCERNED. Now eal 

T WILL Mae 
You AN 
OFFER! 

BILBo BAccINS! 
YOU ARE MORE WORTHY. 

TO WEAR THE ARMOUR OF 
ELF-PRINCES THAN MANY ALWAYS MORE 
THAT HAVE LOOKED MORE ABOUT YoU THAN COMELY INIT. BUT 

WONDER IF THORIN 
wi 1.30. 

ADVISE YOU TO REMAIN ‘ TIME! THINGS ARE 
WITH US, AND HERE You » DRAWING TOWARDS 
SHALL BE HONOURED ’ [THE ENE Now UNLESS. 

ANVELEOMES 18 AN UNPLEASANT TIME 
; JUST IN FRONT OF YOU; 

‘BUT KEEP YOUR HEART 
uP! You may come — 
THROUGH ALL RIGHT. Dj 
‘THERE |S NEWS BREW- = 

ING THAT EVEN 
THE ee ae 

NOT HEA 
GOOD NIGHT! 

YOU/ WHERE 
HAVE 

THANK YoU 
VERY MUCH T AM 

SURE. BUT I DON'T 
THINK I OUGHT TO LEAVE 
MY FRIENDS LIKE THIS, 

AFTER ALL WE HAVE GONE 
THROUGH TOGETHER, AND 
I PROMISED TO WAKE OLD 
BOMBUR AT MIDNIGHT, — 
Too! REALLY I MUST 

BE GOING, AND 
QUICKLY, 



THAT STONE 
WAS MY FATHER'S, 
AND 15 MINE. WHY 
SHOULD f PURCHASE 

MY OWN? 

15 THERE 
THEN NOTHING 

FOR WHICH You 
WOULD YIELD 
ANY OF YOUR 

GOLOF, WISH T HAD GANDALF 
HERE/ CURSE HIM FOR 
HIS CHOICE OF YOU! MAY 
HIS BEARD WITHER/ AS 
FoR You I wilt THROW 

‘You TO THE if 

WHAT 
OF THE ARKEN- 
STONE OF THRAINZ 

THE HEIRLOOM 
OF MY HOUSE— 

IF THERE IS NEED 
TO ASK SUCH A 
QUESTION OF 

DEAR Me! DEAR ME! 
YOU MAY REMEMBER SAYING 

THAT I MIGHT CHOOSE MY OWN FOUIR- 
TEENTH SHARE? PERHAPS I TOOK IT 
TOO LITERALLY, THE TIME WAS, ALLTHE 
SAME, WHEN YOU SEEMED TO THINK 
THAT I HAD BEEN OF SOME SERVICE. 
TAKE IT THAT I HAVE DISPOSED 

OF MY SHARE AS I WISHED, 
ANG LET IT6O AT THATS 

YOU HAVE UPON You A 
COAT OF SILVER-STEEL, WHICH 

THE ELVES CALL M/THRIL, AND 
I-15 TOO GOOD FOR YOU. IT CANNOT 
BE PIERCED BY ARROWS; BUT 

1F_YOU PO NOT HASTEN, 
TWILL STING YouR 
MISERABLE FEET. 

AND FOR THE 
ARKENSTONE Z WILL 

GIVE ONE FOURTEENTH SHARE 
OF THE HOARD IN SILVER AND 
GOLD; BUT THAT SHALL BE 
ACCOUNTED THE PROMISED 
SHARE OF THIS TRAITOR 
ANC YOU CAN DIVIDE 

IT AS YOU WILL, 

MY MIND 
DOES NOT CHANGE 

WITH THE RISING AND 
SETTING OF A FEW SUNS, 
DID YOU COME TO ASK. 
ME IDLE QUESTIONS? 

STILL THE 
ELE-HOST Has 
NOT DEPARTED 

AST BADE! TILL 
EN YOU COME IN 

VAIN TO BARGAIN 
WITH ME. 

HERE IS 
GANCALF/ AND 

NONE TOO SOON IT. 
SEEMS. IF YOU DON'T 
LIKE MY BURGLAR, 

PLEASE DON'T DAMAGE 
HIM, PUT HIM DOWN, 
‘AND LISTEN FIRST 
‘TO WHAT HE HAS 

‘TO Say! 

UNTIL THEN 
WE KEEP THE STONE, 

AT NOON TOMORROW WE 
WILL RETURN, AND SEE IF 
YOU HAVE BROUGHT FROM THE 
HOARD THE PORTION THAT IS 
To BE SET AGAINST THE 
STONE, IF THAT IS DONE 
WITHOUT DECEIT, THEN 

WE WILL DEPART, 

ANERY SPLENDID 
FIGURE AS KING 
UNDER THE MOUN- 
“TAIN. BUT THINGS 

MAY CHANGE 
YET. & 



hat day passed and the night. 
The néve morning was Pris 

garly when a cry was heard 
inthe camp. 

Dn, had 
come. 

(Heath had sent messe! by Rogc| 
telling Dain of what ted 

the edo afore. ind Dain iad upried 
lad rik Dhar nett aconae that expected 

WE ARE SENT ard, v6, ard then sent messeni atonce to the Gate; ROM DAIN SON OF low but they found no gold or pal ment Arrows 
NAIN. WE ARE HASTENING to: Came forth’as soon as they were within shot, TO OUR KINSMEN IN THE ta ‘was di 
MOUNTAIN, SINCE WE LEARN 
THAT THE KINGDOM OF OLD 
1S RENEWED. BUT WHO ARE 
‘YOU THAT SIT IN THE PLAIN 

AS FOES BEFORE DEFEN. 
P DED WALLS? 

AGE 
IN NUMBERS WILL 

BE ei 

ver, for the 
vA narrow land 

there did not 

Bagetsarar 
was, Meter the rr 
bes ‘burned in ‘their 

re suddenly a darkness came, 
wit ‘Swi 166; but it, 

ith wind, it 
h, like 4 vast c' ror 

dense +! ti etween thelr wings. 



fi (PON, ES 
ANC WARGS ARE (N 

THEIR TRAIN, 

2 battle that none had 
Ned. Battle 

i 
Mens) 

‘he goblin banners were oe ie ramets south and east. \ 2 tide in fury and disorder. 
| 

from the North hard on 
‘the heels of Dain. 

60 attack them also 
trom behind and above. 



joblins gathered scaled the Mountaii Dassen on. The. 
gain in the valley. There a host 

in 
other side and alread. jer Si ad aire 

IVY ONS: ENE SWNT 2 
Grsdenly there wes 2 great shout, and from the Gate came a trumpet call. 



hey had Forgotten Thorin! 

* 

& 
wel 
unguarded. Soon the attackers 
were attacked, hemmed al about 

ut he could 
not pierce 

‘their ranks. 

Cloude were torn by the wind, and a red sunset 
ied the West, Seeing the sudden gleam inthe 

loom Bilbo looked round, paces) se he had 
4 sight that made jesrt |ésp, dark shapes 

small yet majestic against the distant glow. 

GH FO A Weer, AFTER ALL 
HAs GONE THi 

nd, line after line 
in such a host as must} 

‘OnE 
jaouGn, 



a 
WHAT 

De Voice 15 IT 
THAT si A\ PEAKS 
AMONG THE 
STONES? 

WELL I NEVER! 
ALIVE AFTER ALL—1 
GLAD! I BEGAN TO 

WONDER IF EVEN YOUR Luck 
WOULD SEE YOU THZOUGH/ 

CAN WAIT, COME! 
‘YOu ARE CALLED 

FOR. 



FAREWELL 
GOOD THIEF. t Go 

Now 10 THE HALLS OF 
WAITING TO SIT BESIDE 
MY FATHERS, UNTIL 
"RENEWED. 

SINCE I LEAVE 
NOW ALL GOLP AND 

SILVER, AND GO WHERE 
17 16 OF LITTLE 
WISH TO PART IN ERiENosHiP 

i EAREWELL KING, 
ee THE MOUNTAIN! 

SuARED IN YOUR PERILS THAT 
HAS BEEN MORE THAN 

‘BaceNs DESEVES: 

iO! THERE 
1s Mowe IN YOU OF 
0 THAN SOU KNOW, CHILO 

Sete SIMPLY wel 
COURAGE AND SOME 

GOLD, IT We 
MERRIER WORLD, 

him= 
gles 



ut even with the Eagles 
they were still outnum- 

bered, “In that last hour 
Beorn himself had appeared— 
ho one knew how or from - 
where. He came alone, ard in 
bear's shape; and he seemed 
to have grown almost to 
giant-size in his wrath, 

peace for many 
2 year. 

vented most of them from 
escaping where they could. 

and 

Be 
‘horin, who 

ierced with spears, 
bore him out of the fray- 

THEM ON THE WAY 
HOME, 



cust it was some days before Bilbo pon his tomb the Elvenking then 
iy Set out, They buried Thorin Z Taid Orerist, the evish Sword 

deep beneath the Mountain, and Bard / that had been taken from Thorin 

iaid the Arkenstone upon his breast. 2 in captivity. It is said in songs 
that it gleamed ever in the dark 

THERE LET IT HE if foes approached, and the fort 
TILL THE MOUNTAIN } dwarves c Birra ress of the dwarves could not be 

FORTUNE TO ALL 
HIS FOLD THAT DWELL 

HERE AFTER; 

here now Dain son of 
Nain took up his abode, 

and he became King under 
the Mountain. 

ive companions 
ten remained, 

i had fallen 
d him with shield 
and body, for he was their 

‘elder brother. 

HAS NOW THE 
ARKENSTONE IN 

HIS KEEPING. 
E WOULD REWA\ 

RICHLY OF ALL. 

FAREWELL, 
THORIN OAKEN- 
SHIELD/ AND FILI 

gave the emeralds of Oirion 
which Dain had restored to him. 
king he 

ARI 
ONCE MORE, 

THE 
FEAST SHALL 

BE INDEED 
SPLENDID! 



o they went on until they drew near to the borders Scored anton witht ey dren mese to the borders 
Bilpo intended togo slong the edge of the forest, 
and round its northern end, It was a long and cheer- 
lees rosa) but, Ape that the goblins. snes Ceoper it 
Se safer hem thar rei ‘ul pathwai linder the trees, Moreover Beorn was going that way too. 

Y FAREWELL! O ELVENKING! Yl 
MERRY BE THE GREENWOOD, 

WHILE THE WORLD IS VET YOUNG. 
FAREWELL! 

OGANDALF/ MAy You 
EVER APPEAR WHERE you 

eee 
ie- winter Gandalf cq 

lie ie 
of Beorn's hose, ind 

TWILL 
AKE YOUR GIFT, ZY 
iLBO THE MAGNI~ 

THAT, er, SOME 
Little RETURN 
SHOULD BE 

MADE FOR Your, 
er, HOSPITALITY, 
1 WAVE DRUNK 
MUCH OF Your 
WINE AND BATEN 



f 

stood 
;) Ho House. 

LI A i 
here a warm welcome was made| 

O'son iach marten. | | e evenin 
| the tale of their adveritures. 

a4 ‘a ; 

WILL GROW SOMEWHAT 
MORE WHOLESOME, THE 
NORTH WILL BE FREED 

I WISH 
HE WERE BANISHED 
FROM THE WORLD! 

WORLD, Of FOR 
‘MANY APTER. 



UGH TO 
LAST ME My TIME. 
You HAD BETTER 

TAKE THIS, GANDALF, 
I DARESAY YOU 
CAN FIND A 
USE FOR IT: 

ps Go EVER EVER ON ouD AND Pe) 
(Ai 

WANDERINS antes GEBBEST An Fag 
1p ‘ ) SE eke! He Hates Look AT CA Ew spay, 
Ne TREES ap AD OWS 6, 

EY Lens Hye eg Oe THEY Cone 

UW WERE, 



AF cc2e of the tritas nos siveat mos: irigs had alreas 
been sold, for various pri fea 
next to nothing to old 
ig not unusual-at auction). 

Jcead Bilbo Found he had log more 
“than spoons —he had lost his repu- 

Tt is true that for ever after 
ind had 

‘ves, rds, and 
all such folk as ever passed that way; 
but he was no longer quite respectable. 

"e was in fact held by all the hobbits 
of the neighbourhood to be queer— 

Except by his nephews ard nieces on 
the Took side, but even they were not 
encouraged in their friendship by 

in the end tosave 4 | their elders. 
time letras 
om quite a lot 

of tis own furniture, | 

Pell teriously | ee CMe 
disay aipapreaved anaes 



OF CouRsB! 
AND WHY SHOULD 
NOT THEY PROVE 

TRUE 

IG 
THAT IN HIS DAY THE RIVERS 

RUN WITH GOLD. 

TURNED OUT TO BE 
TRUE, AFTER A 

FASHION! 

y ——: YOU ARE A SuREL 
YOU DON'T DISBELIEVE VERY FINE PERSON, 

THE PROPHECIES, BECAUSE 
YOU HAD A HAND IN BRINGING "AM FOND Of 3 
THEM ABOUT YOURSELF? YOU “ARE ONLY QUITE A LITTLE 
DON'T REALLY SUPPOSE, DO FELLOW IN A WIDE 

WORLD AFTER ALL/ 
URES AND ESCAPES 4» 

MERE LUCK, JUST FOR ) ) > 
YOUR SOLE BENEFIT?: 





IRR. Tolkien 
J. R. R. Tolkien (1892—1973) was Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Pembroke 
College, Oxford, from 1925 to 1945 and then, until his retirement in 1959, 
Merton Professor of English Language and Literature. His chief interest was 
in the literary and linguistic tradition of the English West Midlands, 
especially in Beowulf, the Ancrene Wisse, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight; 
but he is better known to the reading public as the author of Farmer Giles of 
Ham, The Hobbit, The Adventures of Tom Bombadil, and the three volumes of 

The Lord of the Rings.. 

David Wenzel 
David Wenzel began his career in 1975 by illustrating Middle Earth, The World 
of Tolkien Illustrated by Lin Carter, and has now come full circle with the 
completion of The Hobbit. His style combines classic pen and watercolor 
techniques and graphic storytelling. Artistic inspiration came from Arthur 
Rackham, Howard Pyle and Hal Foster, plus a large medieval reference library. 
Other illustrated works by Wenzel include Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure 
Island, Robert E. Howard's Solomon Kane, H. B. Pieper's The Adventures of Little 
Fuzzy, and Kingdom of the Dwarfs by Rob Walsh. 



Charles Dixon 
Charles Dixon has written various children's books for Golden Books and 
Walt Disney, including new adventures of Winnie the Pooh. He has worked 
prolifically in comics since 1984, producing original stories and series 
continuity for every major comics company. His works include: Airboy, 
Evangaline, Strike, Radio Boy, Valkyrie!, Black Terror, Alien Legion, Moon Knight, 
Super Cops, Alias , and many others. 

Sean Deming 
Sean Deming came to Eclipse Books as an assistant editor in 1985 . He went 
on to edit many titles and also held the position of Distribution Manager 
from 1988 to 1990. It was during this time that he began working on The 
Hobbit. He co-created and edited the New Wave series during the late '80s, 

and created the Naive Inter-dimensional Commando Koalas. 

Bill Pearson 
Bill Pearson has written, edited, colored, and illustrated comics over the last 

thirty years for almost every publisher in the field, but is most often 
employed as a letterer. His skillful use of letter forms enhances the overall 
sense of design of The Hobbit. Other recent lettering works include Clive 
Barker's Tapping the Vein, and P. Craig Russell's adaptation of The Magic Flute. 





First published in the United States over 50 years ago, J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Hobbit has become one of the best-loved books of all time. 

Now Tolkien's fantasy classic has been adapted into a fully painted 
graphic novel. 

The Hobbit is the story of Bilbo Baggins...a quiet and contented hobbit 
whose life is turned upside down when he joins the wizard Gandalf 
and thirteen dwarves on their quest to reclaim the dwarves’ stolen 

treasure. It is a journey fraught with danger—and in the end 
it is Bilbo alone who must face the guardian of this treasure, )_ 

the most-dreaded dragon Smaug. ae 

Illustrated in full color throughout, and accompanied 

by the carefully abridged text of the original 
novel, this handsome authorized edition 

will introduce new generations toa 
magical masterpiece—and be 
treasured by Hobbit fans of 

all ages, everywhere. 


